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OFFICIAL PROGRAM 


PRICE $1.00 


BEDFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA 


BICENTENNIAL MAY 10, 1954 


200 YEARS 200 


OF TRADITION 
AND PROGRESS 


Virginia 
Book Co. 
Berryville, Va. 


C. H. White, Chairman, Board of Supervisors 


To those of you who are returning as natives or as 
descendants of natives of this county, I take great 
pride in welcoming your return and know that you can feel 
justly proud of your connection with Bedford County and 


in helping us to celebrate its Bicentennial anniversary. 


To those visitors and friends who are joining us in our 


celebration, we wish you a most cordial welcome. 


As Chairman of the official governing body of the 
County, the Board of Supervisors, and in its behalf, these 
greetings are extended to you with the wish that your visit 
will be enjoyable and if you cannot live with us perma- 


nently that you will come to see us often. 
Sincerely, 


C. H. WHITE, Chairman 


E. L. Carlyle, Mayor 


1390162 


As mayor of Bedford, and on behalf of the people of 
Bedford, it is my privilege and pleasure to extend a sincere 
welcome to our distinguished guests, visitors and friends on 
this the two hundredth anniversary of our county. Our 
people are of noble heritage, progressive by nature, sympa- 


thetic and helpful in meeting the needs of our time. 


We hope that your visit with us will be a pleasant ex- 
perience to the extent that you will want to come back 
again in the future. If we can be of help in providing for 
your comfort, convenience or pleasure during your stay, 


please feel free to call upon us. 
Sincerely, 


E. L. CARLYLE, Mayor 


HISTORY OF BEDFORD BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


RosA LEWIS SCHENK 


So very often great 
movements from 
dreams of the past linked 
with visions of the future. 
In the case of the Bi- 
centennial Celebration 
plans for Bedford this 


Start 


was literally true and the 
movement started from 
the dreams of one man. 
Though not a native of 
the county he, during his 
stay here as Director of 
[nseructionesror the 
County School System, 
quickly absorbed enough of Bedford’s spirit and saw enough 
of her accomplishments to become sufficiently inspired to 
invision an “all out” celebration of Bedford’s 200th Birth- 
day during the year of 1954. 


Page Scott 


Accordingly Mr. J. Hoge T. Sutherland, now Superin- 
tendent of Schools in Dickenson County, in 1945 proposed 
that the Bedford County Teachers Association sponsor the 
celebration planned; the nine years between 1945 and 
1954 were to be used as years of preparation for the cele- 
bration of so significant a birthday. This proposal met 
hearty response and a committee was appointed with Mr. 
Sutherland as its chairman to head the effort. A Bicenten- 
nial Commission was elected, composed of Mr. Sutherland 
as Chairman, Curtis Ramsey as Vice President, others were 
Superintendent of Schools, A. G. Cummings, Hartwell S. 
Evans, J. A. Johnson, S. R Crocket, Miss Ida Patterson and 
Mrs. Rosa L. Schenk, Secretary; as others became Chair- 
man of B. C. E. A., they automatically became members 
of this commission. Those so serving have been G. Kirk 
Averett and Malcolm Sydnor, present chairman of 
B. C. E. A. This commission appointed a County Planning 
Committee including in its scope every phase of Bedford 
County life: Agriculture represented by S. S. Hylton; Art, 
Mrs. Julia Overstreet; Bedford Press and Radio, Keith 
Harvey; Library and Museum, Georgette Parker; Chamber 
of Commerce, E. L. Carlyle; Churches, President of Bed- 
ford Ministerial Association; Civic Clubs, S. P. Stewart; 
County Government, Wyatt Walton; Fraternal Organiza- 
tions, E. T, Ferguson; Garden Clubs, Mrs. E. V. Sampson; 
Health, Dr. W. P. Jackson; Highways, E. Harvey Cum- 
mingham; Resident Engineer Historical Societies, Mrs. 
M. L. Overstreet; Home Demonstration Clubs, Mrs. Lela 
Atkinson; Independent Organizations, Col. William R. 
Phelps; Individual Citizens, J. L. (Nick) Davidson; In- 
dustry, Gordon L. Synan; Labor, J. Cedric Oliver; Big 


Island Merchants, R. J. Kyle; Music, Mrs. Evan Marshall; 
Pageantry, Arlene Ingham; Professions, DuVal Radford; 
Schools, J. H. Rusher; Town of Bedford, Dr. E. Y. Love- 
lance; Utilities, C. O. Updike; Veterans, Col. John R. 
Boatwright; Welfare, Mrs. Manley B. Luck; Women’s 
Literary Clubs, Jean Magann; Young People, O. B. East; 
Bedford County Teachers Association (Colored), John E. 
Harrell. 

All school and county officials quickly became co- 
sponsors; members of the State Educational Staff were en- 
listed and the Governors of Virginia were brought into 
active participation. 

Yearly rallies were held, significant among these being 
those held in 1952 and 1953 when the meetings were 
addressed by the Hon. John S. Battle, Gov. of Virginia 
and the Hon. Paul V. Kepner, Assistant Director of Ex- 
tension Work U. S. Department of Agriculture respectively. 
Widespread study of Bedford County History and geog- 
raphy has been featured in all schools using as a text a 
Bedford County History and Geography written and pub- 
lished by members of the Bicentennial Committee. 


A beautifully bound volume in the format of a college 
annual was published by the committee in 1953 called 
“Two Hundred Years of Bedford County School Days.” 
This contains an excellent history of education in Virginia 
as well as a complete picture of the county school system 
today. In addition, a complete Bicentennial handbook of 
information has been widely distributed, while various other 
agencies in the county have issued Bicentennial publica- 
tions. An attractive Bicentennial Seal was adopted and 
has appeared more prominently each year on routine 
printed matter in the town and county. 

During these nine years of preparation much has been 
accomplished in town and county. Church building pro- 
grams; landscaping projects for churches, schools and 
private homes, mail box and entrance improvements, study 
programs in clubs to learn county history and county ideals, 
improvement of roads, farms, gardens and buildings. 


In Bicentennial year itself—1954—the pace of accom- 
plishment has been “stepped up”: Club programs, Bicen- 
tennial Flower Show given by County Federation of Garden 
Clubs and depicting distinct periods in Bedford County 
history; meeting of District Federation of Home Demon- 
stration Clubs; Art Exhibit of the work of Bedford school 
children featuring the landscape and history of our county 
and put on by the Bookmark Book Club; Class reunions; 
“Clean-up” campaigns; church homecomings; church build- 
ing programs; Bicentennial programs given by Business 
and Professional Women’s Clubs and others; these and 


(Continued on Page 7) 


tiiteehAKS OF OTTER 


GLENN BABB 


There is a Biblical text that has a very special meaning 
and appeal for those who live in Bedford County or hail 
from there and still call it home: “I will lift up mine eyes 
to the Hills, from whence cometh my strength.” They 
know it means the rampart of the Blue Ridge, which 
shelters. the county on the northwest, and especially the 
twin Peaks of Otter. 


No one who has ever seen the Peaks will easily forget 
their majestic outlines or their varied hues of blue, fading 
with the weather changes from deep tones to light blue- 
gray. For more than two centuries they have been the 
symbol of home for generations of Bedford folk—ever 
since the white man found them and settled in their 
shelter. The departing Bedfordite looks back at them 
with a sigh of regret; the returning traveler greets the 
first glimpse of their serene, blue majesty with a leap of 
the heart. It is difficult for the Bedford native to describe 
just what the graceful silhouette of The Peaks means to 
him. It means ancestral home, and family and native soil; 
the memories of loved ones departed, the veneration of 
forefathers who established these fortunate people in these 
beautiful valleys and on these wooded slopes and gave 
them this magnificent picture to behold all their days. 
It is inspiration, the strength of spirit and faith that comes 
from the comforting knowledge of things and values that 
do not change. 


The white man has known The Peaks for perhaps 
two and a half centuries, longer than the 200 years of 
the county’s official history. Although there are higher 
summits in the Blue Ridge, none catches the eye like 
these twin mountains. Flat Top, gentle and graceful, is 
nevertheless the higher of the two, just a foot over 4,000 
feet above sea level. Sharp Top, bold and challenging, is 
only 3,875 feet. Sharp Top appears the loftier, but this is 
an optical illusion. The fact remains, however, that it is 


Sharp Top, with its awe-inspiring panoramas, which draws 
the visitors and enjoys the greater fame. It was from its 
pinnacle, for instance, that the stone which formed Vir- 
ginia’s contribution to the Washington Monument was 
taken over a hundred years ago. 

How the Peaks of Otter got their picturesque name 
has long been a matter of research and learned controversy. 
One thing appears definitely established: Neither they nor 
the streams that rise in their foothills and are called Big 
Otter and Little Otter were so named because of any 
swarms of the little animals of that name. Not in historical 
times have any otters been found in the streams of this 
area. The most generally accepted explanation is this: 

Two brothers, Charles and Robert Ewing, came to the 
colonies from Scotland and settled at the foot of the Blue 
Ridge about 1700. They are believed to have named the 
hills and streams in their new home for others fondly 
remembered in their native land. There are scores of 
“Otter” place names in Scotland and England. Charles 
Ewing and members of his family are buried at the 
southwestern foot of Sharp Top and his will was probated 
in the office of the Bedford County Clerk in 1761. An- 
other Scotsman, Andrew Donald, and his son Benjamin 
are believed to have brought more “Otter” names from 
Scotland, and Benjamin built his home, “Otterburn,” stand- 
ing to this day, near Little Otter River. Hence the many 
“Otter” names in Bedford County—for The Peaks, the 
streams, the stately homes, the churches, the crossroads 
hamlets. 

It is little wonder then that the Peaks of Otter have 
been chosen as the symbol of Bedford and its Bicentennial. 
Strength of soul and comfort have flowed from this vision 
to scores of thousands of Bedford folk for more than two 
centuries. Beauty in nature always finds its response in the 
human spirit. Bedford hearts respond to the picture of 
serene permanence and majesty that brings peace of mind. 
And so the rolling Biblical phrase has for them a special, 
local meaning: “I will lift up mine eyes to the Hills, from 
whence cometh my strength.” 


EARLY HISTORY OF BEDFORD COUNTY 


IDA PATTERSON 


Photo courtesy British Information Services, New York City 


John Russell, Duke of Bedford 


John Russell, Duke of Bedford, Secretary of State in Great Britain 
was in public life because of his ambitious duchess, his own 
interest being centered in the culture of evergreens. Described as 
haughty and conceited, he is nevertheless credited with having 
ability, common sense, personal honesty, and patriotism 


The formation of Bedford County, as of other new 
counties, was due to the fact that many settlers had already 
moved into her territory and were too far removed from 
the seat of government. By Act of the Virginia Assembly 
in November, 1753, Bedford was formed from Lunenberg 
to take effect May 10, 1754. The next year a piece of 
Albemarle south of the James was added. The Assembly 
named the county in honor of John Russell, fourth duke 
of Bedford, then Secretary of State of Great Britain. It also 
directed that Court meet every fourth Monday beginning 
May 27, 1754. 

This first Court was an important event in the county’s 
history. It was held at the home of Matthew Talbot near 
Forest. Seven justices, John Payne, William Calloway, John 
Smith, Zachary Isbell, Robert Page, Thomas Pullen, and 
Edward Manion, appointed by the governor and council, 
were sworn in. Also three attorneys, Clement Reade as 
“His Majesty’s Attorney General.” William Calloway was 
presiding justice. Benjamin Howard produced a commis- 
sion as the first Clerk of the Court. The Court continued to 


meet at Matthew Talbot's until William Calloway built a 
rude structure in November. In 1766 a more permanent 
courthouse was built on lot 10, drawn as the courthouse lot. 


This county court, a judicial body originally with 
chancery, common law, and criminal jurisdiction, also had 
power to construct public buildings, roads, and bridges, to 
license taverns and ordinaries, and perform other legisla- 
tive functions. It was self-perpetuating and continued in 
existence until abolished by the constitution of 1869. At 
the August meeting in 1754 William Calloway donated 100 
acres of land for a county seat, which was later deeded in 
trust for the county to trustees Richard Calloway, Zachary 
Isbell and Benjamin Howard. At a Court held March 29, 
1757, the trustees were ordered to lay out the land in half- 
acre lots to be sold at one pound, one shilling, and eight 
pence each, the lots to be numbered and drawn at May 
Court. The Court named the town New London. The plot 
of “New London Towne” is in deed book A with the 
names of the purchasers of the lots. 


The little town grew, and during its twenty-eight years 
as county seat became the commercial, social, and cultural 
center for a large area. Today New London is little more 
than a village, important only because of its history and its 
academy, but to the student of Bedford County beginnings 
it holds undying interest. 

In 1782 Campbell County was taken from Bedford, and 
Franklin in 1786. This left Bedford its present area of 774 
square miles, averaging about 35 miles east to west and 25 
miles north to south. 

When Campbell was cut off and New London was 
found to be in Campbell it became necessary for Bedford to 
find a new county seat. William Callaway, Jr., was com- 
missioned by the Court to survey the county and find the 
center. Next a committee composed of William Mead, 
William Trigg, William Leftwich, James Buford, Henry 
Buford, and Charles Gwatkin, was sent to select a place on 
Bramlett’s Road, now Route 297. At July Court, 1782, the 
committee reported as their selection a site “in a tract of 
100 acres,” owned by William Downey and Joseph Fuqua, 
which they were willing to donate. The report was adopted 
and James Buford was appointed to let the contract for a 
courthouse, prison and stocks, The courthouse built where 
The Bedford Bulletin office is today was in a grove of oak 
timber, and no doubt was built of the logs cut to make 
space. August Court was held in the new building. A plan 
for the town was made at once to which the name Liberty 
was given, probably in memory of the recent victory at 
Yorktown. 

Gradually the tract was cleared, new settlers appeared, 
and the new county seat, so favorably situated, grew steadily. 
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SEAL OF BEDFORD COUNTY 
Court Day, so colorful an occasion in New London, when 
townsmen and countrymen appeared in their picturesque 
colonial attire and watched for Jemmy Steptoe to step from 
his coach, soon became the important day in the new county 
seat. A new brick courthouse was built in 1789, another in 
1833, and the present handsome structure in 1930, all on 
the same site. 

The early settlers of the county were chiefly from Eng- 
land and Scotland, with small groups of Irish, Welsh and 
French. Later many Scotch-Irish and some Germans came 
from Pennsylvania down the Shenandoah Valley and per- 
haps over the Blue Ridge. Before the county was formed 
much land had been acquired by individuals through pur- 
chase and through grants from the king. It is estimated that 
from 150 to 200 plantations were already set up by 1754. 
Among the very early settlers are seen the names Callaway, 
Talbot, Ewing, Phelps, Anthony, Early, Cobbs, Bramlett, 
Walker, Woodson, Burks, Horsley, Tate, Meade, Pane. 

From the beginning the Indian threat necessitated a 
county militia. Every white man over eighteen was en- 
rolled for military service. As early as 1758 there were 
300 men of military age enrolled. They were commanded 
by a County Lieutenant, one of the most important men 
in the country, who was appointed by the Governor and 
Council. 

The Callaways are said to have been the first white men 
to raise corn in Bedford County, and William Callaway was 
the county’s first delegate to the General Assembly, serving 
for eleven years. 

Somewhat later other names appear familiar in Bedford’s 
story, including Read, Burks, Otey, Rice, Steptoe, Sale, 
Buford, Wharton, Jeter, Hatcher, Leftwich, Trigg, Wheat, 
Holt, White, Beard, Davis, Pate, Mitchell and others too 
numerous to mention. 

Bedford’s history boasts of many famous sons, dis- 
tinguished in many fields. Among these are Rev. John Holt 
Rice, D.D.; Rev. Samuel Lyle Graham, D.D.; Bishop 
Nicholos H. Cobbs; Bishop James H. Otey; Bishop John 
Early; Rev. Jeremiah B. Jeter, D.D.; Rev. William E. 
Hatcher, D.D.; William L. Goggin; Edward C. Burks; 
Martin P. Burks, “John Goode of Virginia”; James Steptoe, 


and many others. 
(Continued on Page 7) 


The Court House of Bedford County Virginia—1 838-1930 
Second Court House was built upon this site 


Old Hotel Mons 


Ferry Crossing the James River 


The southern boundary of Bedford County is the scenic mountain 
range above, known as the gap of Smith’s Mountain 


_\DODGE- PLYMOUTH CARS# TRUCKS 


PEOPLES GARAGE, 


Inc. 


Your Dodge, Plymouth and Dodge Truck Dealer for Bedford and Bedford County 


We invite you to come in and see us for any of your automotive and truck 
needs. We can give you service on all makes of cars, trucks and tractors. We 
are located on Main Street in the heart of Bedford. 


OPLES GARAGE Inc. 


Employees in the picture from left to right are as follows: 


John H. Wright, President and Sales Manager 
Hezzie S. Logwood, Service Manager 
Frank M. Ruff, Salesman (New and Used Cars) 


Marvin E. Martin, Asst. Service Mgr. & Front 
End Alignment 


Cabell L. Zimmerman, Mechanic and Wrecker 
Operator 


Dewey P. Burnette, Office and Parts Manager 
Hugh W. Key, Asst. Parts Manager and Buyer 


J. Norman Martin, Salesman & Used Car 
Mechanic 


PEOPLES (sARAGE« 
PARTS #DEPT. | 


Jack C. Johnson, Mechanic (Tune up and 
Transmission) 


Earl Sanford, Jr., Mechanic and Asst. Front 
End Man. 


Luther J. Rowland, Mechanic, Truck Man 


George |. Jackson, Mechanic (Lubrication 


Dept.) 
Roy Williams, Mechanic (Tire Dept. & Glass 
Work) 


Bran Ford Thomas, Mechanic, Truck Man 
Allison H. Stephenson, Sec.-Treas. and Sales- 


man is not in the picture as he is away on 
vacation at this time. 


We will see you at the Bicentennial Celebration, August 8-14. 


PEOPLES GARAGE, Inc. 


MOORE OF BEDFORD, Inc. 


Bedford, Va. 


Manufacturers of Livingroom Furniture 


History of Bedford Bicentennial Celebration 
(Continued from Page 2) 


many other things have been and are being done through 
Bicentennial year. 

During the spring of 1954 the Bicentennial Commission 
and County Planning Committee realized that the cele- 
bration of a Bicentennial Birthday is a community project 
and should be carried on as such. Following this idea the 
committee was fortunate indeed to have been able to get 
the help of the Bedford Jaycees; one of Bedford’s most 
outstanding Civic Clubs. These young men agreed, as an 
agency, to take complete charge of the Bicentennial cele- 
bration under the original sponsorship. The effort has 
been incorporated and its Board of Directors is made up 
of those on the original committee and other community 


workers. 

The Jaycees have chosen as leader in the celebration 
activities H. Page Scott, Clerk of the Court in the County 
and a tireless worker of unusual ability. The Bicentennial 
Commission takes this opportunity of expressing to the 
Jaycees their thanks and to pledge their 100 per cent 
interest and help in the forthcoming celebration, the full 
program of which appears elsewhere in this book. 


Early History of Bedford County 


(Continued from Page 5) 

Much could be written of the social and economic life 
of this early period, when news brought by post was broad- 
cast to assembled groups, when men with small plantations 
and few slaves cut the timbers and “raised” a house for a 
neighbor, when travelers carried their blankets on which to 
sleep in the taverns, when soap, candles, cloth, and medicine 
were made at home, and when girls wore sunbonnets and 
mittens to avoid sun tan. 

In the rush of events of today’s daily living less and less 
time will be available for consideration of this old past, 
but reviewing the story of Bedford’s pioneers during this 


bicentennial year has been a rewarding experience. It is a 
goodly heritage that they left us. Conspicuous among their 


traits was a deep religious faith. The number and renown 
of her sons who became ministers at one period earned the 
county the title of “the preachers’ plantbed.” Moral integ- 
rity was a quality ascribed to individuals with marked 
frequency. Physical courage, patriotism, love of liberty, and 
spirit of cooperation also characterized these founders. 
“Gentleman” and yoeman worked side by side to overcome 
danger and adversity. Their spirit still persists. Our pace, 
slow and cautious, has been steady, and is now greatly ac- 
celerated. Year by year it gathers momentum. Bedford 
County definitely is moving forward. 


COLONEL WM. CALLAWAY of Bedford, Virginia 
Original Settler of Bedford County. Donor of land for fist 
County Seat at New London 


NEW LONDON 


ALIX ARLENE INGRAM 


Few strangers, passing through New London today, 
would realize that this was once a flourishing town, or that 
it was thought by Thomas Jefferson to have a promising 
future and to be equal in importance to Charlottesville and 
Richmond. 


In its prime, New London, first Bedford County seat, was 
the foremost trading center in frontier Virginia. It included 
some seventy or eighty houses, several stores and mills, a 
prison, the county court house, and an important United 
States arsenal which was later moved to Harper's Ferry. 
William Callaway donated land for the public buildings, 
and offered lots to be sold to private individuals. The 
proceeds from these sales were placed in the county treasury. 


Under the old district system, the Superior Court was 
held in New London, meeting for the first time in the home 
of Matthew Talbot on May 22, 1754. Later a court house 
was erected on land donated by William Callaway, and it 
was in this building that Patrick Henry made his famous 
“Beef Speech.” The case involved one John Hook, who was 
attempting to sue the American government because 
foraging parties had killed some of his cattle to feed the 
troops during the Revolution. Patrick Henry carried the 
day by ridiculing Hook’s position and making him the 
laughing stock of the town. 

The rock-paved Salem Turnpike was the town’s life 
line, connecting it with Richmond on the east and Salem 
on the west. Wagon and stages coach lines gave regular 
service, and their drivers and passengers found hearty meals 
and comfortable beds awaiting them at Echols Tavern, 
located where the Eichelbaum home now stands. The 


tavern was a large frame building with wide porches, and 
the muster grounds were directly back of it. 

After the Revolution the village suffered a decline, for 
river transportation was rapidly replacing the stage and 
wagon runs. The village of Lynch’s Ferry (later called 
Lynchburg) was building up a sizable trade and was be- 
ginning to out-distance New London in business and popu- 
lation. Another serious blow came when many of New 
London’s Scotch merchants refused to take the oath of 
allegiance to the new American government, but instead 
broke up their businesses and left the country. 

Nevertheless, the village maintained its comfort and 
dignity for a number of years. Some of its leaders donated 
plots of land for the building of a school, and in 1795 New 
London Academy was founded as a college preparatory 
school for young men. It was located in an oak grove one 
mile west of the village, and originally consisted of the 
president’s house, a brick chapel, and a two-story building 
which contained classrooms and dormitories. 

The Academy acquired an excellent reputation for the 
quality of its instruction. A number of distinguished names 
may be found on its rosters, including that of Francis Eppes, 
grandson of Thomas Jefferson. In 1879, the Academy 
became co-educational and soon developed, in addition to 
its college preparatory course, an outstanding teacher train- 
ing program. 

Since 1918 it has been designated as a Smith-Hughes 
Federal Aid School. It is the oldest secondary school in the 
South. 

When the War Between the States broke out in 1861, 
New London men were among those who formed the first 
Virginia companies in the field. Three years later, in the 
spring of 1864, the village found itself in the path of 
General David Hunter’s raid through the Valley of Virginia 
to Lynchburg. New Londoners prepared themselves for the 
fight with pikes, old Revolutionary muskets, and anything 
else which might serve the purpose. Farmers cut down 
huge trees and threw them across the turnpike to slow the 
enemy's advance. 

On June 16, the Confederate General McCausland at- 
tacked Hunter at New London, and there was sharp 
skirmishing along the Pike and through the village. At one 
point in the battle, the stone walls of the Steptoe-Callaway 

(Continued on Page 17) 


OLD CLERK’S OFFICE AT FEDERAL HILL 


Office of James Steptoe when New London was County Seat of 
Bedford 
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TOWN HISTORY 


Bedford is not hoary with age, but its origin dates 
back considerably further than most of the towns in Pied- 
mont and Western Virginia. Bedford County was formed 
from Lunenburg in 1753, and this year we are celebrating 
its bicentennial. Originally the county embraced all of 
what is now Campbell County and possibly small portions 
of other counties in this area. The county seat was located 
at New London and remained there for approximately 
30 years, when there was another division and Campbell 
County was formed, which necessitated the founding of 
another county seat for Bedford. 


In October, 1782, the General Assembly of Virginia 
passed an act “establishing a town in the County of Bed- 
ford,” and Liberty (as it was then known) entered upon 
its existence. Prior to passage of this act a study com- 
mission, with the object in view of establishing the site 
for the new county’s seat of government, decided upon 
the location here because it was the most desirable site 
that could be found near the geographical center of the 
county. Two leading citizens of that day, William Downing 


Main Street Today 


and Joseph Fuqua, donated 100 acres of land for use of 
the county, whereupon the courthouse and other public 
buildings were to be erected. The use of this land was 
placed in the hands of a board of trustees composed of 
William Meade, William Callaway, William Leftwith, 
Robert Clarke, James Buford, James Turner and James 
Wright. This board was empowered to lay off streets 
and sell lots and only about two acres were reserved for 
county purposes. That was the beginning of what is now 
the Town of Bedford. 


For more than half a century after its founding the 
town remained simply a settlement in Central district, but 
in 1839 it was incorporated as the Town of Liberty and 
a municipal government was organized. Its government 
was placed in the hand of a mayor, recorder and seven 
councilmen. Several times since that date the town’s charter 
has been amended and its corporate limits extended, but 
about the only changes made in the governmental setup 
were the elimination of the office of recorder and en- 
largement of the council to eight members. In more recent 


THOROUGHFARE 


Bridge Street Today 


When the Palace Hotel met all trains and had summer boarders galore in 1920 


years the town adopted the town management form of 
government, this official being elected by the council. 


Some of the early mayors of Bedford were John A. 
Wharton, elected 1840, and followed by Samuel Hoffman, 
Dr. John A. Otey, William L. Holt, Hugh White, O. P. 
Bell, John R. Steptoe, Dr. T. M. Bowyer, W. W. Leftwith, 
McLeod Kasey and Dr. C. A. Board. Several of the above 
served in that capacity more than once, among them Dr. 
Board, O. P. Bell and Dr. Bowyer. 

In its early years, in fact up to comparatively modern 
times, tobacco played the leading role in Bedford’s indus- 
trial life. It was the big money crop of the county’s farmers 
and local manufacturers used practically the entire output 
in the production of plug, or “eating” tobacco. In the 
early life of the writer there were four or five such manu- 
facturing plants within the town, most of them apparently 
doing a thriving business. Lynchburg at that time boasted 
having 40 such factories. Berry Brothers was the largest 
of such factories here and up to the time of the organiza- 
tion of the American Tobacco Company, which eventually 
put all the small plants out of business, was a thriving 
concern. The last manufacturer of plug here was the firm 
headed by the late J. A. Clark, which stayed in business 
until about 30 years ago. The local tobacco warehouses 
still sell a few million pounds of the weed annually, but 
the town now has no processing facilities of any kind. 

Industrial development of Bedford, other than tobacco, 
had its beginning nearly 70 years ago, when a company 
was organized for the production of woolen goods. It 


employed less than 50 people, but with the passing years 
it has changed hands several times and is now Hampton 
Looms of Virginia with nearly 400 employees on its pay- 
roll. Other leading industries which came along later in- 
cluded the Virginia Rubatex, successor of the Bedford 
Tire and Rubber Company; Belding Heminway, silk tex- 
tiles; Moore Chairs; Piedmont Label Company, the dress- 
making plant near the silk mill, and several smaller enter- 
prises. Each of these produces a separate and distinct 
class of consumer goods which gives the town a diversified 
economy and to a large extent insure against large scale 
unemployment, as all of them are not likely to suspend 
Operations at the same time. 


During the boom period, which started in 1889, Bed- 
ford appeared to be destined to become an educational 


Crowd when Mr. Eisenhower's train passed through Bedford 
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center. Three private schools were built here, Randolph- 
Macon Academy (now Liberty Academy, an elementary 
school operated by the county), Belmont Seminary, a Presby- 
terian school for girls, and Jeter Institute, also for young 
ladies. The last two suspended operations after a few years, 
and their buildings have disappeared from the scene, and 
the first named went out of business during the late de- 
pression era and the property was bought by the county 
and is now used for school purposes. However, Bedford 
students are served by two excellent high schools, Bedford 
High School and Bedford Training School. A new building 
is being erected for the latter, at a cost of approximately 
$400,000, and will be ready for use at the start of the next 
term in September. 


The growth of Bedford has never been spectacular, but 
it has been steady and on a firm foundation. The census of 
1880 gave the town a population of a little more than 
2,000 and it has required nearly three-quarters of a century 
to add 3,000 to this number, though the increase would be 
given a considerable boost if the outlying settlements, all 
the residents of which either own business establishments 
or are employed in the town, were included in the popula- 
tion count. With the increase in population there has been 
a corresponding growth in housing and mercantile estab- 
lishments. What was farmlands when the writer was a boy 
are now thickly populated areas, and no one who cannot re- 
call the retail section of 50 or 60 years ago can have any con- 
ception of the long strides that have been made in this 
particular line of business. 


Mr. E. H. Wentworth’s Meat Market 
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J. D. and J. W. Ballard’s Livery 


Beso. 


Atlanta, Ga. 
Aurora, Ind. 
Bradford, Pa. 
Bristol, Pa. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Dallas, Tex. 
Detroit, Mich. 


Jacksonville, Fla. 


Big Island, Va. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Ontonagon, Mich. 


Big Island, Virginia 


Sh aah Sanees 


NATIONAL CONTAINER CORPORATION 
OF VIRGINIA 


A BEDFORD COUNTY INDUSTRY FOR 65 YEARS 


Manufacturers of Multi-Wall Bags and Corrugated Containers 


MILLS 
Reading, Pa. 
Tomahawk, Wis. 
Valdosta, Ga. 
PieA Nae 
Jaite, Ohio Newark, N. J. 
Kansas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal. 


Long Island City, N. Y. 


Los Angeles, Cal. 
Madison, Ill. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Miami, Fla. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
ROCKS aesaeG, 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Salisbury, N. C. 
Tomahawk, Wis. 


\ 


Compliments of 


CARLYLE’S DAIRY BAR 


—— Featuring —— 


MILK SHAKES — BANANA SPLITS 
ICE CREAM — SUNDAES - 


HEALTHFUL REFRESHING 


Relax 


enjoy yourself 


It’s easy to keep in touch 
with things at home by telephone 


The Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone 


Company of Virginia 
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OTHER TOWNS AND VILLAGES 


Bedford is a county of small friendly towns and villages 
where neighbors compare gardens over backyard fences 
and exchange flower slips after the fashion of all “kind 
hearts and gentle people.” Each small village has its own 
special bit of history told in a name; its own local color 
and human interest. 


Bedford, itself, the county seat is described elsewhere 
herein as is also New London, the center of early history 
and the first county seat. Then to the extreme north side 
of the county on the James River is Big Island, a small 
industrial town named for an island in the river; just over 
the mountain toward Lynchburg, past Eagles’ Eyrie on 
Highway 501 is the small village of Boonsboro. This was 
named for Daniel Boone who came into these parts to 
visit his warm friend Richard Calloway whom he finally 
persuaded to accompany him on his adventurous journey 
to Kentucky. (History students will recall that Calloway 
was afterwards killed by the Indians.) From Boonsboro as 
one travels through lovely county lanes, made into hard- 
surfaced roads for school buses and other speed vehicles 


A landmark in the Village of Montvale 


passing Hermitage high school (now a dwelling house) 
where the first school bus was run in Bedford in 1922, 
he comes finally to Highway 460. Traveling west one 
passes Forest named for nearby “Poplar Forest” of historical 
note, then to the left of 460 sees Goode another small 
station on the N. & W., named for the Hon. John Goode 
of Virginia and the center of an unusually rich farm land. 
To the northwest of Goode, in a fertile farm country lies 
the pretty little village of Cifax, now combining the meat- 
packing industry with farming. Still following 460 and 
the, N. & W. R. R., running parallel, west, one sees Lowry, 
a very small town and flagstation and recalls that it is 
said that at one time 12 families of Lowrys lived in the 
vicinity. Ex-President McKinley is said to have passed 
through this village as a Federal officer during the 60’s 
in retreat from Lynchburg and to have left at a home here 
his prized black riding mare too lame to go on. Still travel- 
ing westward and enjoying a marvelous view of the Peaks 
of Otter one passes the Town of Bedford and a few miles 
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The Village of Moneta on south side of County 


up on 460 comes to Thaxton, a small railroad village, 
called by older natives Thaxton Switch; it was named for 
David Thaxton, donor of land for the station. Still traveling 
west on 460 with the N. & W. now to the right, one 
passes the picturesque village of Montvale, nestled in a 
lovely mountain valley. This was originally called Bufords- 
ville for Capt. Paschal Buford. A few miles to the west 
is lovely Villamont, formerly Buford’s Gap (a natural 
gap in the mountain). So healthful is the climate here 
and so beautiful the scenery that it was said some years 
ago that every state in the union was represented in 
Villamont’s cosmopolitan population. 


Toward the southwest of Bedford County near Roanoke 
is found the prosperous village of Stewartsville surrounded 
by good farms, with commuters’ houses lining the highway 
Route 24 into Roanoke. Surrounding this are outlying vil- 
lages of interest to the countryside: Chamblissburg, old and 
boasting of the county’s oldest Masonic Hall; Goodview, 
a thriving railroad station on The Virginian Railroad as 
are also Hardy and New Stewartsville; while a small 
country village is nearby Jordantown, facetiously called 
Punkin Center in olden days. Still farther southeast from 
Roanoke on the Virginian one finds Moneta—a village of 
some industrial interest and surrounded by acres of Bed- 
ford’s best farm land. In the heart of a bright tobacco sec- 
tion is the most remotely southern village of the county, 
Huddleston. Here we find industry, sawmills and canneries 
combined with rich farm lands to make a pleasantly pros- 
perous community. From the rear of the first passenger 
train passing through Huddleston, Mark Twain made his 
first and only speech in Bedford County; the home of his 
Goggin ancestors was not far away at Body Camp, the 
smallest of the small villages. The Virginian Railroad leaves 
Bedford, going southeast through the flagstop of Stone 
Mountain, this too peopled by our county's neighborly, 
industrious people; living in hamlets and on farms; “living 
and helping to live.” 


The Virginian Railroad runs by the frie 
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OLD HOMES 


Bedford County has had many fine old manors and 
ancestral homes, where Southern hospitality was dispensed 
with a lavish hand. Some of them are in an excellent 
state of preservation; others are in the process of being 
restored; some are gone forever. Four stand out as places 
of historic interest: Poplar Forest, Federal Hill, Locust 
Level, and Avenel. 

Poplar Forest is built on a 4,000-acre tract inherited by 
Thomas Jefferson’s wife from her first husband. On his 
first trips to Bedford County, before he built the mansion, 
Jefferson lodged at the overseer’s cottage. Here he found 
retreat when escaping from General Tarleton at Monti- 
cello. Poplar Forest is built of brick, in an octagonal shape, 
and two large mounds on either side separate the house 
from the back lawn and former slave quarters. It boasts 
a 10-foot boxwood hedge, thought to have been planted 


Poplar Forest 


by Jefferson, along with poplar trees which gave the place 
its name. The present owner, James O. Watts, Jr., has 
added a serpentine wall to the back lawn around the rose 
garden; otherwise the place is thought to be much as it 
was in Jefferson’s day. A letter dated 1821 shows that 
Jefferson made about four trips a year to this home. Here 
he wrote “Notes on Virginia,’ here he entertained many 
notables, including Patrick Henry, Andrew Jackson, and 
Jemmy Steptoe, perhaps his closest friend, who lived at 
Federal Hill just across the countryside, and here he intro- 
duced Scotch broom into the county. The place was sold 
by the Jefferson family to William Cobbs, an ancestor of 
C. S. Hetter, who later owned it and used it as a summer 
home. Mr. Watts purchased it in 1946. 

Avenel, situated in Bedford between Peaks Street and 
Bedford Avenue, was built in 1837 by the Hon. William M. 
Burwell, and few places have figured more prominently 
in the history of Bedford County hospitality. Prior to and 
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Avenel 


during the War Between the States, the lawn at Avenel, 
which then extended to what is now Longwood Avenue, 
was used as a muster ground by the militia. During the 
wart Mrs. Robert E. Lee spent several weeks there; before 
the war prominent leaders visited Mr. Burwell, who num- 
bered among his classmates at the University of Virginia, 
R. M. T. Hunter, Alexander H. Stephans, and Edgar Allan 
Poe. He was reared in the family of Thomas Jefferson, in 
whose service his father had long been engaged. 


Today, much of the house is the same, the high ceilings, 
old stairways, the old brick kitchen, flowers and old trees, 
but the addition of a long front porch by J. W. Ballard, 
who purchased it after the death of Miss Lettie Burwell 
in 1905, has changed its appearance considerably. A charm- 
ing story persists about the lady in white who visits occa- 
sionally, and she has been seen by Mrs. Ballard and her 
family in recent years, although she is only a ghost. The 
house was named for a character in Sir Walter Scott’s 


Federal Hill 


novel, “The Monastery,” and this has given authenticity 
to the lady in white. 

Dr. George W. Bagby, author of “The Old Virginia 
Gentleman,” while living in Lynchburg was a frequent 
visitor at Avenel and much of the life of that hospitable 
family group has been reflected in his writings. T. Bowyer 
Campbell's book, “Old Miss” also deals with life at Avenel, 
where he lived as a boy, his grandmother having been one 
of the charming Burwell sisters. 

General Lee and his daughter spent a night at Avenel 
after Appomattox, while en route to visit other friends, the 
Bufords, at Locust Level, near Montvale. 

Federal Hill, as it stands today, was built by James 
Steptoe in 1806 and is visited, partly, because of the little 
office building on the lawn, thought to have been the first 
clerk’s office. Mr. Steptoe served as clerk for 54 years, 
from 1772 until his death in 1826, the same year as 
Jefferson’s death. He was clerk also for 16 years of the 
District Court held in New London and Franklin County, 


Locust Level 


and he was one of the original trustees of New London 
Academy, as well as a friend of Patrick Henry and Thomas 
Jefferson. However, Federal Hill was an important place 
before the time of James Steptoe. It had been built first 
of brick by Col. William Callaway, who was Bedford 
County’s first member of the House of Burgesses, and 
founder of the Town of New London. 

Locust Level is part of an original plantation granted 
to Henry Buford by King George III of England. Henry 
Buford was captain in the Revolutionary Army, high 
sheriff, presiding justice, prominent in the affairs of the 
county. On his death, Locust Level descended to his young- 
est son, Capt. Paschal Buford, who kept a tavern there in 
stagecoach days. In 1822 he built the brick house now stand- 
ing. When Congress requested each state to furnish a 
stone for the Washington monument, Captain Buford sent 
his men and oxen to the mountain and brought back a 
portion of the top rock of the Peaks of Otter, which had 
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Mark Twain's Home 


been dislodged many years before. From this stone Vir- 
ginia’s contribution to the monument was cut and sent to 
Washington. 

Other well-known homes are scattered over the county. 
On the north side are: Three Otters, seat of the Nichols 
family; Redlands, built by James Watts; Mount Prospect, 
part of a grant to Moses Dooley; Fancy Farm, near the foot 
of the Peaks, built in 1780 by Andrew Donald; Ash Spring, 
the old Wheat home in Wheat’s Valley; Cedar Glen, the 
old Ewing home, now the home of E. C. Hatcher, near Reba. 

To the northeast, there is Charlemont Lodge, built in 
1800 by Jacob White; the Old Jeter home, now owned 
by M. E. Padgett, Jr.; Mountain View, home of the Misses 
Wright; Locust Hill, home of Major Thomas Longwood, 
Locust Grove, home of Martin Burks near Sedalia; Otter- 
burn, built by Benjamin Donald about 1857, now the 
Hines Memorial Pythian Home. 

To the south, was the Eagle’s Nest, now in ruins, the 
old home of James Mayse, Jr., on the south side of Board 
Mountain; Raven Rock, home of the first Crenshaw family, 
built in 1782; the old Goggin Place, birthplace of 


Three Otters 
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ALL THIS AND MORE AT THE 1490 SPOT 


WBLT 
SERVING BEDFORD AND BEDFORD COUNTY 
CENTRAL VIRGINIAS 


MOST PROGRESSIVE TOWN AND COUNTY 


* DRAMA 


Pamelia Goggin, grandmother of Mark Twain, destroyed 
by fire five years ago; Savenac, owned by W. E. Shaw; 
Cedar Hill, the old Anthony home near Anthony's Ford, 
now owned by Mrs. Ruth Krebs. 


To the southeast, Terrace View, built by John Callaway 
in 1841; Otter View Farm, seat of Joshua Early, Sr., now 
known as Creswell; Merriman’s Tavern; the old Hull place 
near Timber Ridge; Read Moor, near New London, origi- 
nally the home of Barlow Read, now the home of Granville 
M. Read. 

To the east, Lochwood Hall, built before the Revolu- 
tionary War, now owned by Mrs. Charles Wise Byrd; Elk 
Hill, home of Dr. Thomas Hugh Nelson, now owned by 
J. B. Hodges; Shalto, formerly “Bleak House,” built by 
Francis Thornton Meriwether, now the Boonsboro Country 
Club; Pebbleton, built by Nicholas Davies about 1754, 
later burned and rebuilt, now Eagle’s Eyrie, the Baptist 
Assembly Center; Ashwood, part of the original Jefferson 
estate near Forest, built by Jefferson and given to his 
daughter, who married Thomas Mann Randolph, now 
owned by Arthur Meidling. 

In the town, besides Avenel, there is the old Cauthorn 
house, Cedar Hill, the oldest house in town; the Stone- 
Aunspaugh house, built in 1787, torn down last year, the 
second oldest house in town and former home of Daniel 
Aunspaugh, long a leader of the town after it became the 
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county seat; Oakwood, the former William Terry home, 
now owned by Aubrey E. Strode; Winthrop, the Early 
home on College Street; and Oak Rest, built in 1770, home 
of George W. Schenk, just west of Bedford. 


Truly, part of Bedford County’s richest heritage is the 
wealth of old homes and the family traditions handed down 
during her history of the past 200 years. The study of any 
one of them would reflect the life and times of Bedford 
County, whose first county seat was New London, then 
Liberty, then Bedford City, and finally Bedford. 


N Cw London 


(Continued from Page 8) 


Cemetery were used as breastworks and were damaged by 
shells in several places. The staunch defense of the people 
and the arrival of reinforcements under General Jubal 
Early broke the back of the Union assault and sent the 
enemy out of Bedford County in disorderly retreat. 
Although the old bustling, prosperous New London is 
no more, its contribution to the county, state and nation 
lives on. Much of the atmosphere remains, in the ancient 
boxwoods that fronted the Inn, the line of mock orange 
trees down the slope to the alum springs, the broad view 
of the Peaks past the curve in the Pike. And the spirit lives, 
too. Almost, it seems, if one looked carefully he might see 
Jemmy Steptoe, Jefferson’s friend and Clerk of the Court, 


with his square-rimmed glasses pushed up on his forehead. 


“Labels | 


PIEDMONT LABEL COMPANY 


INCORPORATED 


LITHOGRAPHENS 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


BARGAIN FURNITURE COMPANY 
the House of Bargains’ 


E. MAIN STREET - BEDFORD, VA. 


“wetness 


Bedford County Mutual FARM CREDIT CONGRATULATES our mem- 
bers, Bedford County, and all those responsi- 


Fire Insurance Co., Inc. ble for their fine progress and achievements. 


Improved farms, equipment, roads, schools, 


Masonic Building and all living conditions. We are proud to 


have played a small part in serving you. 
Phone 3801 


Bedford, Virginia 


x Roanoke Production Credit Assoc. 


SERVING THE PEOPLE OF 


National Farm Loan Assoc. 
BEDFORD COUNTY SINCE 1894 


of Roanoke 


* 


CLARENCE H. WHITE, President 


J. RUSH SKINNELL, Vice Pres. When you need the best in farm credit contact 
IRENE K. DeWITT, Sec.-Treas. our office in the Bedford Masonic Building. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF BEDFORD’S RELIGIOUS LIFE 


RosA LEWIs SCHENK 

The history of a county’s churches indicates well the 
trends of that county’s development toward a well-rounded 
life for its citizens. The moral and spiritual growth of 
a community are of even greater importance than its 
physical and mental growth. 

Bedford County points with pride to the zealous growth 
of its churches. Our nation was founded on religious 
principles of love for God and respect for the rights of 
one’s fellowman; hence, our county gratefully acknowledges 
this dependence upon God’s merciful care and leadership. 


aan 


First St. John’s Episcopal Church, now remodeled, is the Christian 
Church 


EPISCOPAL-ESTABLISHED CHURCH 


The Established Church of England and the Colonies 
(i. e. Episcopal Church) was the first church denomination 
established in Bedford County, the Parish of Russell being 
established in the county on January 1, 1755, soon after 
County of Bedford was separated from Lunenburg. St. 
Stephen’s and Trinity Churches, built quite early in the 
history of the county, are still active. In addition to these, 
there are the following Episcopal churches in active opera- 
tion today: St. John’s, St. Thomas’, and St. Phillip’s. St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church at Montvale temporarily not being 
used, for years served a congregation there and helped 
build the village civic life. It is said that the church bell 
there in the old church is a bell from the engine carrying 
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PER 


Presbyterian Church 


the firsts N. & W. train running in Bedford County. The 
Episcopal Church was late in coming to the town of 
Bedford and when it did come under the Rev. Nicholas H. 
Cobbs its service was regarded somewhat with suspicion; 


however, when the Masons gave them space for meeting 
in its old Lodge building, the more inquiring of the village 
neighbors ventured in and soon became generously co- 
operative. One old lady in telling of her experience at 
service said she “riz and fell with them every time.” It is 
interesting to know that when a site was chosen finally 
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Quaker Baptist Church, on site of Friends or Quakers Lower 
Goose Creek Meeting House 


to build an Episcopal Church in the town of Bedford, the 
present site of St. John’s was chosen “as a compromise 
between town and county.” 


PRESBYTERIANS AMONG PIONEERS 


Very soon after, or almost concurrently with, the 
Established Church, the Presbyterian denomination pio- 
neered in the early religious work of the county. Indeed 
it is true that the Presbyterians and Episcopalians at an 
early date established a church together near New London 
in our county in order that they might share the cost of 
the building. Certain it is also that the Presbyterians estab- 
lished old Pisgah Church near that place in the 1750's. 
The next Presbyterian Church, according to age, was “Old 
Peaks” Church in the northern part of the county. In 
addition to these older ones, there are the following Presby- 
terian churches in the county in active operation now: 
Bedford, Laurel Grove, Otterville, Peaks, Cool Springs, 
Montvale, and Villamont. 


QUAKERS WORSHIPPED HERE 


Early in the county’s history we are told, there were 
a number of Quakers in Bedford County. Even before 
the American Revolution they were not unknown in the 
county, having moved here westward from the Quaker 


Bedford Methodist Church 


settlement in what is now Campbell County, among whom 
was John Lynch, founder of Lynchburg. Early records 
show at least two Quaker churches in the early county, 
lower Goose Creek Church and upper Goose Creek; these 
seem to have been situated on the site of what is now 
Quaker Baptist Church in southern part of the county and 
near Montvale, possibly on the present site of Mt. Zion 
Church. Like a benediction was the life of these gentle 
people on our county. Many of them left their original 
places of settlement and worship because they disapproved 
of slavery. 


St. Phillips Church, Negro Episcopal, was the first Methodist 
Church in Bedford 


BAPTIST AND METHODISTS LEAD IN NUMBERS 


The first meeting house or church in the town of Liberty 
(now Bedford) was established by the Baptist denomina- 
tion in 1800, while Morgan’s Church in the county was 
built in 1771. This church was first called Turner's Meet- 
ing House, then Goose Creek Baptist Church, and in 
1884 was changed to Morgan’s Church. The first building 
in 1771 was a tiny long one without chinking or daubing, 
and no windows except a single eight by ten glass behind 
the pulpit. Now Morgan’s Church is one of the strongest 
of its denomination in the district, recently completing 
an ambitious building program including large S. S. rooms 
and a pastorium. It is of interest to note that in the con- 
gregation as of this Bicentennial year are fifty members 
who have been in the church as much as 50 years. Staunton 
Baptist Church (1790) has been interested in restoring 


county, now number approximately forty. Working as a 
part of the Lynchburg District under the Lynchburg District 
under the Virginia Conference, they are: Bedford, Big Is- 
land, Center Point, Ebenezer, Otterville, Salem, Bedford 
Springs, Early’s Chapel, Forest, Lebanon, New London, Shi- 
Joh, Bethany, Mt. Carmel, Nazareth, Oakland, Epworth, 
Montvale, Thomas Chapel, Walnut Grove, Union, Bethle- 
hem, Parish Chapel, Diamond Hill, Stewartsville, Indepen- 
dence, Leftwich, Mt. Horeb, Patmos, Bethesda, Ephesus, 
Hickory Grove, Mt. Olivet, Nicopolis, Wilson’s, Boonsboro, 
Cove, Holcomb Rock, Mt. Gilead, Reusens, and Emmaus. 


Washington Street Baptist Church 


and marking all graves in their church cemetery; many 
other churches of all denominations in the county have 
done a similar thing. From this small beginning the Bap- 
tist churches in Bedford now lead overwhelmingly in 
number of members, the 1936 Church Census showing a 
total of 9,262 Baptist Church members, as compared with 
4,227 Methodist members, who represent the next highest 
membership. 

The Strawberry Association of this section includes 
thirty-six Baptist churches, listed as follows: Barnhardt, 
Beaverdam, Bedford, Bethel, Forest, North Bedford, Nor- 
wood, Bethlehem, Mt. Ivey, Big Island, Hunting Creek, 
Royal Chapel, Diamond Hill, Goodview, Sedalia, Flint 
Hill, Mt. Olivet, Hales Ford, Suck Springs, Nineveh, Men- 
tow, Palestine, Radford, Staunton, Morgan’s, Mt. Hermon, 
Mountain View, Mt. Zion, Shady Grove, Peck’s, Walnut 
Grove, New Prospect, Timber Ridge, Thaxton and Mont- 
vale. 

The Negro Baptist Churches, doing a fine work, are 
organized for greater effort under the Peaks of Otter 
Baptist Association. The churches are the following: An- 
tioch (at Peaksville), Antioch (at Coleman Falls), Altha 
Grove, Bold Branch, Chestnut Grove, Goodes (First Bap- 
tist), Montvale (First Baptist), Forest Level, 
Springs, Mt. Evergreen, Mt. Moriah, 
Mt. Joy, Mt. Olivet, Mt. Rock, Judith 
Creek, Holcomb Rock, Oak Grove 
(Bellevue), Oak Grove (Leesville), 
Olive Branch, Pine Grove, Reed Creek, 
Sharon, Oakmulgee, Zion Hill, St. Paul, 
Otterville, Poplar Springs, Promised 
Land, Shiloh, St. John’s, Thomas 


St. John Episcopal Church 


The Negro Methodist churches, though few in number, 
are thriving, working groups. Organized under the Annual 
Washington Conference, they are listed as follows: Court 
Street, Bedford Springs, Mt. Zion and St. Stephen’s A. M. E. 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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LIBERTY MOTORS, Inc. 
PONTIAC DEALER 
Goodwill Used Cars 
SALES & SERVICE GAS - OIL - TIRES 
Dont Fuss—Call Us 
DIAL 8063 


Compliments of 


GRIFFIN’S SHOE HOSPITAL 


Domestic Sewing Machines 


“Better Shoe Service’ 


SIDNEY‘S 


LADIES READY TO WEAR 


ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 


“Always A Good Place to Trade”’ 


Morgan-Eubank Furniture Corp. 
COMPLETE HOME FURNISHINGS 


Free Delivery 


Phone 7356 ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 


Blankenship Paint Store 


KYANIZE PAINTS—-ADMIRAL APPLIANCES 
FLOOR COVERINGS—IRONRITE IRONERS 
TELEVISION—-WALLPAPER 


Phone 5151 Bedford, Va. 
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Mary Lee Dress Shop 


South Bridge St. 


Ladies Ready to Wear and Millinery 


We Appreciate Your Friendship as well as your Patronage 


G. N. COOPER GROCERY 


GROCERIES, FRESH MEATS 
FEEDS, GAS and OIL 


Phone 7-071 MONETA, VA. 


Congratulations 


BEDFORD COUNTY 


THE SPINNING WHEEL 


837) SOUTH ST, 
BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


Compliments of 


H. A. GILLS CO. 


G. R. Richardson — H. A. Gills 


RGASVIETOR 


Television, Radios, 
Record Players, etc. 


EMERSON 


Television & Radios 


Guaranteed Radio Service—Keys Made 
Musical Instruments and Records 


Bedford Radio Sales & Service 


Bedford, Virginia Phone 8284 


PROGRESS IN EDUCATION 


IDA PATTERSON 


The story of educational growth in Bedford County 
is one of steady if not rapid progress. In the early days 
the school system was a neighborhood one. Usually a few 
enterprising citizens would combine to build a schoolhouse 
and employ a teacher. These crude, log structures have 
been termed “old-field schools” from the frequent practice 
of placing them in abandoned fields. In these schools at 
“playtime” the boys dragged and chopped wood for the 
huge fireplace, while the girls swept the schoolroom. 
Slabs were used for seats, and one was fastened to the wall 
for a writing desk. Books were scarce, a pupil often using 
his grandfather's spelling book, and for reading, books 
found at home, whether Robinson Crusoe or the Bible. 
Arithmetic sums were dictated from a manuscript. Answers 
must correspond exactly. A contemporary sketch reports 
that one boy worked three months on his sum!! Pens 
were made of goose quills. The shadow on the door sill 
told that lunch hour was near. Lunch was a cold “snack”, 
after which came ball games, folk games, races, and other 
contests. 

The period after the Declaration of Independence is 
known as the Academy Period in American Education. 
The first in Virginia, Hampden-Sydney Academy was 
established in 1776; the eighteenth, New London Academy, 
in Bedford County, in 1795. Many others followed in 
Bedford. Among these are Piedmont Academy, Sunny- 
side High School, Mt. Pleasant Academy, Bedford Female 
Institute, Randolph-Macon Academy, Belmont Seminary, 
Bellevue High School, and Jeter Female Institute. Their 
contribution was incalculable, but it is easy to see that 
there were many children receiving no instruction. 


Mrs. George Schenk, School Supervisor for 
Bedford County 


The idea of tax-supported schools was still alien to 
Virginia. Jefferson’s bill in 1779 for three years of 
free instruction was defeated. A law passed in 1796 “per- 
mitted” free schools where local courts should see fit to 
establish them, but the courts, made up of leading tax- 
payers, didn’t see fit. The Literary Fund established in 
1810, made up of “all escheats, confiscations, penalties, 
forfeitures” was the first provision for free instruction in 
Virginia. John Holt Rice, one of Bedford's greatest sons, 
along with Jefferson, was an outstanding crusader for 
public education. Finally in 1818 the legislature passed a 
law establishing the University of Virginia and the primary 
school, with free instruction for indigents only. In 1814 
appeared the first public school record of the county, $343 
paid out on 12 accounts. Then came war and reconstruction, 
with a new constitution requiring public free schools. 

In 1870 the legislature passed the act establishing the 
public school as we know it today. Three or more trustees 
were appointed for each of the seven magisterial districts, 
now nine. They were responsible for the buildings, teachers, 
salaries and terms, in their respective districts. The first 
superintendent was Sidney L. Dunton. The first school 
was established in Liberty in 1871, with Mrs. Dunton 
principal and Miss Geils Thomas assistant. 

As years passed the schools grew steadily. Early preju- 
dice declined and appropriations increased. Soon there 
was demand for high schools in the system. The more 
advanced subjects were already being taught in the two- 
room and in some one-room schools. New London Academy 
had been leased to the school board for a high school in 
1884. In 1896 the legislature passed an act providing free 


Construction on our most modern 1954 Susie G. Gibson High School 
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| high schools. In 1901 Bedford City established the first 
high school in the county. It was located in the new graded 
school building on Lee Street with J. R. Guy principal 
pnd Florence Saunders, now Mrs. Frank Johnson, first 
| graduate. Lack of funds delayed progress in the high 
school movement, but patrons cooperated, donated land, 
money, material, and services. In 1905, the Forest district 
trustees, aided by local boosters, established the first county 
high school at Hermitage school, offering two years of high 
school instruction. The first school bus brought the pupils 
from nearby Ivy Creek school, which was the beginning of 
consolidation in the county. Hermitage contributed much 
to the social and cultural life of a wide area for more 


than twenty-five years, until it was consolidated with Boons- 
boro about 1932. 


In 1922 came a great reform. In place of the old 


district school unit the county unit system was adopted. 
| Under this system the County School Board consists of one 
member from each district, appointed by the School 
Trustee Electoral Board. The School Board elects the 
superintendent, employs teachers endorsed by the super- 
intendent, handles school monies, and attends to all other 
| school matters. Since the change progress has been rapid. 


| From a period of one and two-room schools we have ad- 


vanced to twelve grades with a separate teacher for each 
in most cases. The 151-day term has stretched to 180 
days. County ownership of all 67 school buses has been 
adopted. Through consolidation 123 county white schools 
have been reduced to 12. The seven high schools are 
built of brick, with modern heating, lighting, and sanitation. 


| Provision is made in each for auditorium, gymnasium, 
| vocational courses, and lunch room. Each school is equipped 


with a library very well stocked, also with one or more 
machines for visual education. In addition Liberty Academy 
has been bought, now providing space for classrooms, text- 


| books, teaching material, conference rooms, and _ living 
: 
| quarters for teachers. The money borrowed has been repaid. 


Bedford High School 


In 1920 supervision made a beginning, with Lisbon 
and Central districts jointly employing Miss Rosa Lewis, 
now Mrs. George Schenk, as supervisor. A Director of 
Instruction has been added, also a visiting teacher, who 


(Continued on Page 27) 


Stewartsville High School 


Montvale High School 


A SALUTE TO OUR FRIENDS 


Lynchburg has been intimately associated with Bedford County for 
168 of its 200 years. 


THE LYNCHBURG NEWS has recorded much of Bedford’s history for 
88 years, THE DAILY ADVANCE for 71 years. 


This intimacy and friendship we cherish at the time of Bedford County’s 


Bicentennial celebration and we look forward to continuing along the road 
together in the years ahead. 


THE LYNCHBURG NEWS and THE DAILY ADVANCE 


(morning) (afternoon) 


AUTO FINANCE CORPORATION 


302 Court Street 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


* 


CONDITIONAL SALES FINANCING 
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Progress In Education 

(Continued from Page 25) 
works to keep disaffected pupils in school. Physically 
handicapped children receive instruction at home by certi- 
ified teachers. In 1924 school attendance was made com- 
pulsory, now extending to the sixteenth birthday. 
| The course of study has been greatly expanded. In the 
first grade, in place of the little First Reader of old, 
fifteen readers are now required. High school subjects 
jhave been added, including business training, home eco- 
jnomics, shop, music, health, and physical education. The 
|schools also sponsor clubs, athletics, publications, and par- 
|ticipation in district and state school contests. The hot 
|lunch contributes greatly to health and efficiency. Teaching 
jtechniques have improved. Standard tests indicate that 
|pupils are achieving the national norms. More pupils are 
attending college, and nearly all pass. 


Teacher preparation has made conspicuous advance. 
In 1870 certificates were based on examinations at the 
seventh grade level. Bedford County teachers early indi- 
cated a desire for growth. In 1878 was organized the 
| Bedford County Teachers Institute and Association, which 
| met twice a year and studied methods of teaching and 
| discipline. In 1892 the first school of methods in Virginia 
was held in Bedford at Randolph-Macon Academy, con- 
| ducted by Superintendent E. C. Glass of Lynchburg. It 
ee a boost to education in Bedford County, with 69 
|} county teachers out of a total of 461 from Virginia and 
|other states attending. Summer school and extension 
| courses followed, until a college degree became the basis 
| for certification. Teacher shortage, however, makes con- 
formity impossible. Of 265 teachers, 54 have sub-standard 
| certificates. Certification of Negro teachers averages slightly 
) higher than among whites. 

Before 1870 no provision was made for Negro edu- 
cation. Frequently individuals were taught by white friends. 
| Now pupils go by bus to one of the twenty-eight Negro 
elementary schools, and to the consolidated Bedford Train- 
ing School. Plans for consolidation of the elementary 
schools in the immediate future are slowed down by the 
| non-segregation ruling. The new up-to-date high school 
| is being made ready for the fall term. Its name pays 
| tribute to Susie Gibson, for many years outstanding work 
| as teacher, supervisor, and citizen in the Negro schools 
of the county. 


We are proud of our progress, but we are also deeply 
conscious of further needs. Every year state authorities 
set up new requirements. Every year local groups besiege 
the School Board with new demands. Revenues are in- 
adequate. However, fiscal policy is only one of the prob- 
lems confronting the school authorities. In the considera- 
tion of these matters in which every citizen has a heavy 
stake, the utmost in sympathy, understanding, and tolerance 
is incumbent upon all. 
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Hauling Tobacco to Lynchburg 


E. G. Abbott's Grocery, 1890 


* 


Development of Bedford's Religious Life 


(Continued from Page 22) 
OTHER CHURCHES ESTABLISHED 


In later years of Bedford’s religious history, the Christian 
or Disciples of Christ Church was established in 1900 
and is now doing a vigorous work for the spiritual life 
of the town of Bedford. In the year 1874, loyal Catholics 
started their church, St. Mary’s, in the town of Bedford, 
where it does an active work today. During quite recent 
years, Pentecostal Holiness Churches have been founded 
in Bedford, town and county, where they work consistently 
with the older denominations for the spiritual life of 
the community. 


VENABLE SUPPLY COMPANY 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


New Modern Offices, Shop and Ware House 


Corner of Broad Street and Dawn Drive 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


BUILDING SUPPLIES 


41 
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* 
PEOPLES FURNITURE CO. 


TRAVEL 


E. HARVIE CUNNINGHAM, JR., Resident Engineer 


Road building has always meant pioneering, adventure 
and progress. In the history of highway development in 
Bedford County one reads a story of steady progress in 
many phases of civic life. From the red man’s trails, later 
widened for ox.carts and wagons, on to the much-curved 


Hale’s Ford Covered Bridge 


graded road, designed to ease weight on horse-drawn ve- 
hicles, then steadily onward to the broad, straight scientifi- 
cally graded roads of three and four divided lanes built for 
safe speed—truly, road building has been a chapter of 
thrilling Bedford County history, filled with human interest 
and civic progress. 


The first road of importance mentioned in the early 
records is Bramlett’s Road, no doubt the same route as that 
followed by the Lynchburg and Salem Turnpike, built about 
1830. The Fincastle Stage Coach Turnpike, also built in 
the early days of the county, was quite important in its 
history. Over this road stage coaches brought passengers 
and mail from the Valley of Virginia over the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, down by the Black Horse Tavern, on to Buford’s 
Tavern, thence to Liberty and New London. Each trip 
was an adventure. All types of the region’s citizens were 
met at the taverns. News, political and otherwise, was 
gleaned and proclaimed. A horn blown at Black Horse 
Tavern indicated the number of guests expecting enter- 
tainment at Buford’s tavern. Three miles east of Liberty 
somewhat later Merriman’s Tavern was built, which became 
a colorful spot, as was Echols Tavern in New London. 


Bedford County had its waterways also. Roanoke River 
on the south and James River on the north facilitated travel 
there in the early days considerably. The James River Canal, 
completed from Lynchburg to Buchanan in 1851, extended 
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17 miles through Bedford County, and for a time was the 
only travel route through part of that area. It was up this 
canal that the body of Stonewall Jackson was borne to his 
last resting place in Lexington. Travel on these packet boats 
is described as delightful. Horses trotting along the towpath 
drew the boats, making better speed than on the highways. 


We pass from this very early travel history to a relatively 
modern era. In 1906 Governor A. J. Montague urged the 
Virginia General Assembly to appropriate $100,000 for aid 
to the counties. The legislators, realizing this need, created 
the first State Highway Commission and a Convict Road 
Force. Bedford County shared in this. 


One of the first projects let in Bedford County was 4.7 
miles between the city of Lynchburg and Boonsboro, let 
during April, 1908. 

By 1911 the idea of good roads as a sure means of im- 
proved transportation was catching on, not only in Bedford, 
but throughout the state. 


In 1932 the Secondary Road System was put into effect. 
By this the county roads, formerly maintained by the coun- 
ties, were taken over by the state. From 1932 to 1952 un- 
improved mileage declined 70%; graded and drained mile- 
age increased 26%; gravel mileage increased 70%; hard sur- 
faced mileage was four times as much as in 1932. 


The farmer recognized the need of the farm-market 
routes which serve as the medium for his commerce. Some 


ts 


460 Dual Highway West of Bedford 


of these same roads bring the raw products to the manu- 


facturers, who must deliver the finished product to the 
consumer. 


Almost overlooked and often taken for granted are other 
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services which the highways perform. The educational sys- 
tem could not perform in Virginia without school buses. 
In 1922, when county-unit-plan of school administration 
was adopted by Virginia to replace the 75-year-old district 
plan, the records show that not a single Bedford County 
pupil was transported at public expense; there were then 
166 different schools. 


By 1931, school consolidation was beginning with all 
the present high school centers established. The number of 
schools had been reduced to 143 and pupils transported 
had reached 668. Twenty years later, or 1951, because of 
improvement in highways and other favorable conditions, 
there were only 43 schools, or one hundred less than in 1931. 
Last year the average daily attendance of pupils trans- 
ported in Bedford County was 4,589, in 64 buses, traveling 
530,464 miles over our county highways. And one of the 
records which the Commonwealth and the Department of 
Highways each share in pride is that Virginia since 1946 has 
not had “one school day lost by a school bus because of 
mud.” 


Rural mail delivery is absolutely dependent on good 
year-round roads. The total mileage on these routes has 
jumped about 25 per cent since 1920. In Virginia there are 
492 short-haul star routes which have an annual total 
mileage of 7,388,359 miles. Bedford has a large percentage 
of this mileage. 

These services are dependent on continued efforts to 
expand the highway facilities. Highways are not expend- 
able; they must be kept up and improved with the ever- 
increasing needs of traffic volumes. 


It is interesting to note that the only revenue the High- 
way Department receives and uses for road purposes is as 
follows: Gas tax, license tax, other motor vehicle imposts, 
and Federal Aid. It includes no real estate or personal 
property tax. This fund is distributed as follows: 40% to 
primary roads; 37% to secondary roads; 3% to administra- 
tion and engineering; 2% to right of way; the balance to 
various agencies. 

Between 1932 and the present time the Bedford County 
Secondary Allocations increased from $176,400 to $500,000 
per year. 

The primary allocations to Bedford County are approxi- 
mately $125,000.00 per year to which is added the Primary 
Construction fund which fluctuates annually and is now 
approximately $825,000. Work on Bedford County’s Pri- 
mary System in recent years and that now under construc- 
tion will greatly improve most routes; especially is this true 
of 460, which is now being widened and also dual laned 
between Bedford and Botetourt County lines. 


East of Bedford, we are adding an additional width of 
4 ft. On route 297 the present work being done consists of 
building a heavy duty roadway with 24-ft. pavement from 
Bedford—east toward Lynchburg; a large part of this has 
been built and some of it is now being constructed in 
Campbell County. When completed this will afford two 
highways of 24-ft. pavement and dual-lane road to Roa- 
noke. Other primary routes have been improved in various 
parts of the County and for the most part all sections of our 
large county are now easily accessible in all kinds of weather. 


Old Covered Bridge Route 297 


WHITES GROCERY 


A COMPLETE LINE 
OF GROCERIES, 


PRODUCE and MEATS 


PHONE 2186 


503 Jackson St. 
BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


HOTEL PALACE 


Try the Delicious Meals in Our Newly 


Remodeled Dining Room 
MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 
Breakfast 
Lunch 
Dinner 
SUNDAY 
127 t0.2:30 
* 
AIR CONDITIONED ROOMS AVAILABLE 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


EXCHANGE, Inc. 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


J. G. KRANTZ PHONE 8752 


* 
KASCO DAIRY FEED — SEEDS OF ALL KINDS 
* 

HOG FEED—STOCK SPRAY 
SWIFT FERTILIZER 
BABYSCHICKS 2 2eDAYS<OkD 
CHICK STARTER KRACKLETS 


AUSTINVILLE LIME DELIVERED 


Compliments of 


BEDFORD GROCERY 
COMPANY, Inc. 


Phone 8251 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


BEDFORD...200 Yoana of Growth andl Prognons 


The Norfolk and Western Railway salutes Friendly, progressive, cooperative people, 
Bedford County and its citizens on the occa- like those in Bedford County are indispen- 
sion of its 200th Birthday. During the past sable to the growth of a railroad. Conversely, 
century, it has been the privilege of the dependable railway service is equally vital 
railway to serve Bedford County and watch to community growth and continuing prog- 
with pride its progress and development. ress. 


In 1953, the Norfolk and Western paid more than $41,800 in 
taxes in Bedford County. More than $33,400 of these taxes were 
used to operate and maintain Bedford County Schools. This means 
that the railroad paid for the schooling of 214 boys and girls in the 
helping to make them good citizens and leaders 


past school year 
of tomorrow. 


PROGRESS OF AGRICULTURE IN BEDFORD COUNTY 


By S. S. HYLTON, County Agent 


While standing on the summit of the famous Peaks 
of Otter, or traveling along the scenic Parkway drive, one 
can see the entire county extending southward to the 
Staunton River, eastward to the city limits of Lynchburg 
and westward to within a few miles of Roanoke. The 
gently rolling hills are typical of the entire county, with 
its numerous streams flowing southeastward. The 3,180 
farms are divided into 139,595 acres of woodland, 110,525 
acres of cropland and 170,957 acres of pasture land. 


Bedford County followed a one-crop farming system 
well up into the 19th century, depending almost exclusively 
on dark-fired tobacco for its cash income. Tomatoes for 
canning came into the picture about the time tobacco 
started its acreage decline. There were approximately 6,000 
acres of tobacco grown following the turn of the century 
and approximately 5,000 acres of tomatoes during the 
twenties and early thirties. During this time many farmers 
bought hay from local dealers to winter their stock. The 
present tobacco acreage is about 1,100 and tomato acreage 
has been drastically cut to about 400. 


During the late twenties farmers began to realize that 
their land was suited to livestock, and dairying and beef 
cattle numbers began a steady increase in numbers. The 
dairy market started with a small sour cream station in 
the basement of a local drug store, operated by the late 
Dr. W. L. Lyle. This enterprise has grown to the point 
where Bedford County now leads the state in dairy cow 
numbers, with 145 Grade A producers, and three large 
Class C or manufactured milk receiving plants. There is 
also in Bedford a creamery that manufactures a half-million 
pounds of butter from sour cream. Milk and cream trucks 
travel practically every road in the county. 

Local dairymen have an artificial breeding association 
and a dairy herd improvement association as well as par- 
ticipating in the Roanoke and Lynchburg Milk Producers 
Associations. 


Beef cattle numbers have also increased rapidly, with 


several large herds of registered Hereford and Angus cattle. 
The backbone of the beef cattle business, however, is the 
commercial herds. The county has its own co-operative 
feeder calf association, and holds an annual sale of beef 
calves at the local livestock market. 


Sheep, hogs and poultry are also important sources of 
farm income. Sheep numbers have declined approximately 
50% in recent years. Sheepmen have their own local co- 
operative wool association, and market 100% of their wool 
through this organization. Lambs are sold on the local 
or nearby markets. Hogs are not grown commercially to 
any great extent. Poultry is a major source of income. 
Several hundred thousand broilers are grown annually. 
The principal source of income is from the farm flocks, 
from the sale of eggs and surplus poultry. 


Apples and peaches have been grown extensively, and 
are still an important source of farm income. However, 
acreage in both have been drastically curtailed in recent 
years. Orchards are located around the foothills of the 
mountains in the northern section of the county. 


Corn, wheat, oats, barley, hay and seed crops such as 
lespedeza annd orchard grass, are grown extensively. Far- 
mers are self-sufficient in hay production. Most of the 
grain is fed on the farm to livestock, with wheat as the 
only cash grain crop. 


Most of the merchantable timber has been cut, leaving 
second growth hardwoods and pine. Timber products are 
still an important factor in the county’s economy. In 1953 
Bedford was second in the state in pulpwood sales. 


Bedford’s farmers carry their eggs in many baskets. 
The county is considered one of the most thoroughly di- 
versified farming areas in the state. Farms are well 
mechanized, making extensive use of such equipment as 
combines, forage harvesters, corn harvesters, hay balers, 


tractors and numerous other types of modern equipment. 


There are several federal and state agricultural agencies 
operating in the county bringing farmers assistance in their 
(Continued on Page 36) 
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Guernsey Cows Holstein at Elks National Home 
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LYNCHBURG FARM SHOW 


Welcome 
BEDFORD FRIENDS 


TO 


September 30— October 1, 1954 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


CIFAX PACKING CO. 


Incorporated 


And all of its Delicious Products 


Roaring Run Beef, Roaring Run Gravy, 

Thomson’s Pork Barbecue, Thomson’s Beef 

Barbecue and the little Thomson Chilies along 
with Thomson‘s Sausage 


Congratulate Bedford County on 
reaching the mature age of 200 years 


* 


May we be on hand to celebrate the 
half century mark 
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Progress of Agriculture In Bedford County 
(Continued from Page 34) 

production and marketing problems. The V. P. I. Extension 
Service, S. S. Hylton, County Agent, and Mrs. Lela C. Atkin- 
son, Home Demonstration Agent. Their assistants are N. A. 
Boone and Mrs. Marcus Woodford. The Soil Conservation 
Service is under the direction of Sneed T. Adams, conserva- 
tionist, and A. B. Turner, conservationist aid. The Farmer’s 
Home Administration is headed by W. M. Dotson. Voca- 
tional Agriculture is taught in five rural high schools with 
K. E. Coffman at Montvale; Griffin Hardy at Moneta; C. E. 
Darnell at Huddleston; R. W. Blanton at New London, and 
Sam Hughes at Bedford Training School. W. B. Denton 
is county office manager of the local office of the Agricul- 
tural Stabilization and Conservation Committee. H. B. 
Copenhaver, secretary, Roanoke Production Credit Asso- 
ciation and the Federal Land Bank furnishes agriculture 
credit to Bedford County Farmers for operating loans and 
financing the purchase of farms. 

The 4-H club program is the strongest youth program 
in the county with an enrollment of 1,284 boys and girls 
enrolled in 44 clubs. This department has won an award 
for having the most outstanding 4-H electric program in 
the state in the past two years and have had winners in 
state-wide contests in the past three years with two boys 
winning trips to the 4-H Congress in Chicago in 1954. 


REGISTERED HEREFORD CATTLE FOR SALE 
HEIFERS AND YOUNG BULLS 


You Are Welcome To Visit Our Farm At Any Time 


READ-MOOR FARM 


FOREST, VIRGINIA 


TELEPHONE: LYNCHBURG 2-6284 


G. M. READ, Owner T. D. ABBOTT, Manager 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRY IN BEDFORD COUNTY 


Like most Virginia counties, for many years after its 
founding, Bedford County was principally agricultural. 
The various communities and populated centers in the 
county, and the county seat of Bedford, grew around trading 
centers. It was not until railroad transportation became 
available that manufacturing processes gained a foothold. 
In 1852 the Virginia-Tennessee Railroad, predecessor of 
the Norfolk and Western, brought railroad transportation 
to Bedford County. Not many years later both the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio and The Virginian Railroad were built 
through the County. This means of transportation has 
greatly facilitated the progress of industry, and has made 
possible the development of a number of large manufac- 
turing concerns in the Town of Bedford, and several in 
other parts of the county. 

One of the largest industrial plants in the County is 
located at Big Island on the James River. It began in the 
year 1898 as the Lynchburg Pulp and Paper Company and 
down through the years has expanded, with approximately 
250 persons employed now, under the ownership of the 
National Container Corporation. The plant was previously 
operated by the Bedford Pulp and Paper Company which 
had acquired the property in 1914. The present owners 
purchased and modernized the industry in 1944. 


The principal product produced at Big Island is corru- 
gated paper board which is made from wood pulp, approxi- 
mately 26 per cent of which is purchased in Bedford County. 

At Holcomb Rock, also on the James River, the Union 
Carbide and Carbon Corporation operates an electric-metal- 
lurgical company, which like the pulp mills at Big Island 
had its beginning because of the water resources of the 
James River. This plant employs approximately 100 (?) 
workers. 


The most interesting feature of the industrial develop- 
ment of the Town of Bedford is that practically all of the 
industry has been made possible by some important local 
effort. From time to time the citizens of Bedford County 
have invested in stock, or purchased real estate, or other- 
wise actively interested themselves in the development of 
each of the larger industries, which now make so large a 
contribution to the economic welfare of the County. 


Among these plants is the Hampton Looms of Vir- 
ginia, which had its inception in the interest of Bedford 
County farmers, who desired in the year 1880 to have 
some means of processing locally grown wool. The original 
plant, a cooperative enterprise, was producing approxi- 
mately 200 yards of woolen fabrics a week in its early 
years of operation. Later, in 1890, the property was pur- 
chased by Henry T. Kent of Philadelphia, and in 1908 
another building was added. The plant was substantially 
destroyed by fire in 1928, but enterprising Bedford citizens 
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invested thousands of dollars in stock subscriptions and this 
effort was responsible for the rebuilding of the plant, 
which was in 1930 purchased by a new company, the 
present owners, Hampton Looms of Virginia. 

This concern has been singularly successful in affording 
continuous employment to a large number of Bedford 
County people, and through teamwork of management 
and labor, produced over 1,675,000 (?) yards of wool and 
rayon piece goods in 1953. The company employs approxi- 
mately 325 men and women, many of whom have been 
regular employees at Hampton Looms for over twenty 
years. 

The same civic interest which supported the rebuilding 
of Hampton Looms, Bedford’s oldest major industry, oc- 
casioned the development in 1953 of Bedford’s newest 
industry—the Bedford Dress Manufacturing Company. 
This manufacturing plant, a concern producing ladies’ 
dresses, is employing approximately 125 women. The 
Operating company leases a building which was constructed 
by Bedford Builders Incorporated, a Bedford Chamber 
of Commerce sponsored industrial development project. 
The building was financed by the sale of approximately 
$60,000 in stock, almost all of which was purchased by 
Bedford County citizens in order to provide a building 
which would accommodate a concern employing women 
capable of working in the needle industry. 


The sewing plant, like a number of other important 
industrial projects in Bedford County, was built upon real 
estate which foresighted directors of the Bedford Chamber 
of Commerce purchased in 1927 for industrial develop- 
ment purposes. At that time the Chamber of Commerce 
raised money by subscription from local citizens to acquire 
a large tract of land in the eastern suburbs of the town, all 
of which has now been utilized for various new industry. 


The first portion of this land was made available for 
the erection of the Bedford Tire and Rubber Company 
buildings. While this company was not a continuing suc- 
cess, its organization has unquestionably been responsible 
for the development and expansion in Bedford of what 
has now become the County’s largest industrial enterprise. 
The 1954 successor to the Bedford Tire and Rubber Com- 
pany is the Virginia Rubatex Division, Great American 
Industries, where 460 employees are engaged in the pro- 
duction of various rubber products, including insulating 
materials and specialized rubber fittings for the refrigera- 
tion and automobile industries. 


Another large parcel of the Chamber of Commerce 
real estate tract was utilized for the building of the Nardin- 
Armstrong Company, which later became the property 
of the Belding Heminway Corticelli Company, which has 
become one of the major industries of the county. This 
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company, popularly referred to as the “Silk Mill” employs 
around 200 women engaged in the production of rayon 
thread. 

For many years the raising of tomatoes was one of the 
principal agricultural pursuits of Bedford County farmers. 
This gave impetus to the development of numerous small 
canning factories where Bedford County tomatoes were 
packed for shipment to urban markets. At one time Bed- 
ford County was one of the largest producers of canned 
tomatoes in the world. As a result, industry servicing these 
canning factories was organized, including the production 
of tin cans and labels. 

In 1919 the Piedmont Label Company began business 
with 13 employees. This company has continued to grow 
and now employs 100 skilled workers in the production 
of scientifically created lithographed labels. While the 
canning industry has become almost extinct in Bedford 
County, Piedmont Label Company has become one of the 
South’s largest producers of labels, servicing many large 
companies throughout the country. This industry, like 
many others in Bedford County, has been nurtured on the 
foresight, industry and finance, of local citizens. It is 
probably the principal industrial example in Bedford 
County of the ingenuity and enterprise of Bedford County 
people. 

The changing pattern of agricultural endeavor has left 
its mark upon industrial activity. As Bedford County has 
become one of the largest cattle and dairy counties in the 
State, meat processing industry has been established. Among 
these plants are the Cifax Packing Company, Sam McDaniel 
& Sons, and B. W. Dinwiddie Company. These companies 
pack beef and pork for retail sale. 

The County’s lumber resources have for many years 
been converted into various wood products through the 
medium of many small sawmills. In recent years the furni- 
ture industry and other woodworking concerns have en- 


gaged in production in the Town of Bedford. In 1946 
the Sam Moore Chair Company purchased the former 
Clark Brothers & Company tobacco property and, in asso- 
ciation with a companion woodworking concern, Chervan, 
Incorporated, the manufacturing of upholstered furniture 
was begun. The Chervan Company employs approximately 
50 persons in the manufacturing of chair frames, while 
Moore of Bedford specializes in upholstering and finishing 
of chairs. These companies have established national con- 
nections and the product of the Bedford plants is sold 
in practically all of the large cities of the United States. 

Other woodworking companies have in recent years 
produced such wood products as floor trucks and tool 
handles, using native Bedford County hardwoods to good 
advantage. 

Feldspar, a valuable mineral, has been extensively 
mined in different parts of Bedford County in recent 
years. This has become a unique part of the County’s in- 
dustrial activity, and has been the incentive for the estab- 
lishing in Bedford of feldspar processing plants, operated 
by Clinchfield Sand and Feldspar Company and Carolina 
Mineral Company. This product is used by other industries 
for manufacturing of hard finishes for refrigerators, stoves 
and similar fixtures. 

Limestone in the western part of the County is now 
utilized both as agricultural limestone and for highway 
construction. One large quarry operation is owned by 
Blue Ridge Stone Corporation. 


These industrial concerns provided employment for 
over 1,500 Bedford County citizens during 1953, with 
an industrial pay roll of upwards of three and a half million 
dollars. The skill of Bedford County workers, the stability 
of labor-management relations, and the enterprise of the 
County’s business leaders, have combined to develop in 
Bedford County significantly productive industrial team- 
work. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO BEDFORD COUNTY ON ITS TWO HUNDREDTH 


BELDING HEMINWAY COMPANY, Inc. 
Bedford, Virginia 


BIRTHDAY 


A SALUTE TO BEDFORD 
ON ITS 200th ANNIVERSARY 


THIS IS A TRIBUTE to a county which celebrates its 
200th birthday-yet is still ““young at heart.’” A tribute to 
her pioneers who set their hands to work with crude tools— 
men and women with faith and courage who started a 
business and struggled through lean war years to lay the 
cornerstone for thriving industry. 


THIS IS A SALUTE to present day Bedford people— 
mothers, fathers, sisters, aunts and uncles who make the 
wheels of Bedford County industry go around and around. 


THIS IS AN APPRECIATION of the inherited pride, faith 
and initiative of its present day citizens and their capacity 
to look back but always to move forward. 


THIS IS A HOMAGE to a 200-year-old county which 
teems with agriculture, commercial and industrial enter- 
prises—a county which has put on modern attire—yet has 
never shed its ageless obligations to the community, the 
church, the school and the home. 


THIS IS WHY we at Rubatex feel it a privilege to be a part 
of this community—and why we salute you, BEDFORD, 
on your 200th anniversary as a county that is ““young at 
heart!” 


GREAT AMERICAN INDUSTRIES, Inc. 


RUBATEX DIVISION 
BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 
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Bedford's two municipally owned public utilities—water 
and electric current—date back quite a number of years. 
Both have played big roles in community development, 
and each was an outgrowth of an emergency. When the 
author was a boy, Bedford had neither of these necessities 
of modern living. Water, for all purposes, was derived 
from wells and springs, and kerosene and candles were 
used exclusively for all lighting purposes, public and private. 


In the early 1880's the town experienced two disastrous 
fires, the first of these, about 1881 or 1882, destroyed 
several buildings on the south side of Main Street. The 
second blaze occurred in October, 1884, and destroyed all 
buildings, except one, on North Bridge Street from Main 
Street to the railroad. These two conflagrations forced 
recognition of the fact that better protection against fire 
was urgently necessary, and plans for a public water system 
were born. 

A small dam was built on what we now call Mons 
Creek and a six-inch main was laid to Bedford. Branch 
lines were put down to carry water to outlying areas of 
the town and fire hydrants were installed, but a good many 
years were required to convince all the people to abandon 
their wells and springs as water sources for domestic pur- 
poses. We well recall seeing, at the corner of Main and 
Bridge, the first tests made of the new water system for 
fire-fighting purposes. The pressure was so high that several 
men were required to hold the nozzle and water was thrown 
over the Presbyterian Church steeple. 

During the boom period, beginning about 1889, the 
first reservoir was built on the lesser of the two knobs 
known as Wingfield’s mountains, but it was a good many 
years later before it was put into permanent use. It was 
lined with brick and leaked badly, and was practically 
abandoned until the filtration plant was built about 30 
years ago. Later a second, and larger reservoir was built 


Building our first power plant at Big Island on the James River 


adjoining the first one and the two have a storage capacity 
of approximately 3,000,000 gallons of water. 

As the use of water from the public system spread, in 
homes, places of business, and manufacturing plants, a 
shortage began to develop, because the six-inch line could 
not bring sufficient water to meet growing demands, and 
the flow of the stream was proving inadequate also. To 
meet the requirement for more water, a second dam was 
built in the mountains on Stony Creek and is usually 
referred to as the “new dam.” This seemed to settle the 
water problem permanently, but before the lapse of many 
years the town began to experience water shortages in dry 
years, such as we had in the summer of 1953, and it be- 
came apparent that steps must ultimately be taken to in- 
sure a more adequate and stable water supply. 

To solve the water shortage problem engineers 25 
years ago recommended that a storage lake be established 
on Stony Creek above the present dam, but as it would 
cost a lot of money, successive administrations postponed 
action. Water shortage often became acute, but the town 
in some way managed to get by until rains fell. Last year’s 
drought, however, forced recognition that improvement of 
the water supply could no longer be postponed. The Coun- 
cil adopted plans for construction of the impounding reser- 
voir and for the laying of larger mains to town, and in 
May, 1954, the contract for building the Stony Creek lake 
was let to the English Construction Company of Altavista, 
Virginia. Previously a 16-inch main had been put down 
from the site of the dam to Big Otter, and the town’s water 
troubles will all be settled within the next year. 

Now a word about the filtration plant. For a good 
many years the State Board of Health had been pressuring 
the town to filter its water supply, but the Council and a 
great many residents couldn’t see the need for purification. 
The town had experienced a typhoid epidemic in 1907, 


Filtration Plant at Bedford 


which cost several lives, but this was not taken as con- 
vincing evidence that the water was not pure. Believing 
that the people simply did not know what was going into 
the water they were ‘using, The Bedford Bulletin began 
publication of a series of articles in which were enumerated 
the many and varied kinds of filth going into the streams, 
and after a few of these had appeared the Council capitu- 
lated and made an appropriation for the filtration plant 
which now assures Bedford people of pure water. 


The following is a brief history of the electric light 
and power development in the Town of Bedford. In 
1887 a franchise was granted to the Bedford Light and 
Power Company to build and operate an electric plant 
in Bedford, the city agreeing to take twenty street lights 
at a price of $85 per light per year. This company con- 
structed the old steam plant and buildings on the site of 
the present substation on Depot Street and began opera- 
tion in 1891. The equipment consisted of two 30 hp 
engines and two boilers. This equipment was replaced in 
1901. Previous to this time oil lamps were used for street 
lights. A notation in the council minutes of 1890 records 
that the salary of the lamp lighter was raised from $27.50 
per month to $30. Nick Durbin, a retired federal soldier 
was lamp lighter and general maintenance man; nailing 
down loose planks on wooden side walks was another in- 
teresting duty of his. 


Later on the number of electric lights was increased to 
40 for which the town paid the company $70 per year 
each. These lights were lighted on what was known as 
moonlight schedule, the lights being turned off whenever 
the calendar showed that the moon should be shining 
whether it was obscured by clouds or not. 


The Town of Bedford purchased the electric plant from 
the Bedford Electric Light Company in 1899. The re- 
ceipts at that time totaled slightly over $2,000 per year. 
With a rapidly increasing demand for current and impor- 
tance of uninterrupted service, as the plant was depended 
upon more and more by our people for lights and by our 
factories for power, it was seen in 1920 that the old type 
wheels and crib dam, which leaked most of the water 
through the dam instead of sending it through the wheels, 
were totally inadequate for our needs. 


In 1921 the new concrete dam was built extending en- 
tirely across the river, and a new power house was built 
adjoining the old, extending over the original two wheel 
pits and high enough to be out of danger of floods. An 
improved type of 450 hp water wheel and vertical genera- 
tor were installed. 


In 1925 the load had increased to such an extent it 
was necessary to increase the supply again, and a con- 
nection with an outside source of supply seemed desirable. 
Negotiations were started with Mr. Graham Claytor, a 
former resident of Bedford, who was connected with the 
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Appalachian Power Company, for an additional supply 
from their company. This arrangement has been a very 
satisfactory solution to our problem, and has been in opera- 
tion between Appalachian Power Company and the Town 
of Bedford from 1928 to this date. In 1928 it became 
necessary to rebuild the entire distribution substation in 
Bedford and in 1946 due to the rapid expansion of industry, 
a new unit substation was installed on Railroad Ave., to 
supply industry in that area. At this time an order was 
placed with a supplier for an additional substation to re- 
place the present 2,400 kw station with a new 5,800 kw 


-station as a main substation. This equipment now installed 


as our main distribution substation operates at a voltage 
of 4,160 volts instead of the old 2,400 volt delta system. 


The electric revenue for 1934 was $85,000, in 1944 
$163,000, and in 1954, $497,000, with approximately 
3,500 customers. 


APPALACHIAN STORY 


Any story of the growth and development of Bedford 
County must include Appalachian Electric Power Com- 
pany. Bedford County and the utility serving it have 
“come of age.” 


Bedford County observing its 200th birthday can look 
at Appalachian as a “mere youngster” who has been on the 
scene in Bedford County only about 30 years. But the 
county's people gratefully acknowledge the fact that these 
last 30 years have been much easier and more abundant 
because of electricity. 


Appalachian made a connection with the Town of 
Bedford Electric System in 1928 to supplement the town’s 
hydro electric plant at Snowden on James River and has 
continued this connection since that time, increasing its 
power supply as the town has grown. 


Today, over 4,600 customers are served by Appala- 
chian in Bedford County by over 800 miles of distribution 
lines. There are 55 miles of 132,000-volt transmission 
lines in the county. 


The company generates about 93 per cent of its elec- 
tricity by steam from coal but hydro plants play an im- 
portant part in its power supply. Largest of the company’s 
12 hydros is Claytor Dam, located near Radford on New 
River. One of the largest hydro plants in Virginia, it has 
an installed capacity of 75,000 kilowatts. 


The hydro plant was named in honor of Graham Clay- 
tor, Bedford native, who became vice president of Appala- 
chian and of the American Gas and Electric Company, 
parent company of Appalachian. 


Our record of expanding service to all in its area has 
meant Appalachian is justifiably called another of “Bedford 
County's many assets.” With their past records, the county 
and the utility serving it should continue to make progress- 
ive strides together. 


STANDARD ELECTRIC 
CONSTRUCTION CORP. 


Electrical Construction 


Maintenance and Repair Work 


3638 Williamson Road 
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PRESCRIPTIONS 
Dial 3311 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 
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CC. W. Warthen Co., Inc. 
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LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 


While in Roanoke Shopping Stop At 


MICHAEL’S BAKERY 


Always Find Michaels Products At 


BUSH GROCERY CO. 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 
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While we commemorate two cen- 
turies of progress in Bedford County 
—if we pause to glance back—we 
will find all of our communities have 
grown and prospered. This is be- 
cause our pioneering ancestors al- 
ways looked to the future. They 
planned ahead—built ahead. 


When the first electric lights glowed 
dimly in Bedford County, electricity 


Bedford County’s .. . 


“Good Old Days” 


. . they've just Begun 


was a luxury few could afford. 
Today, electricity is plentiful and 
cheap. Yes, electricity is one of 
the few things you buy today that 
costs less than it did in the ““Good 
Old Days.”’ 

Electrically speaking, Reddy and his 
magic wand assures you that Bed- 
ford County’s “’Good Old Days” 
have just begun. 


COUNTY 


WITH BEST WISHES TO BEDFORD 


HEALTH 


By Mrs. WELLINGTON STEVENSON 


Man’s health, the first requirement for a life of con- 
tentment and service, is profoundly affected by climate. 
Bedford County lies in the Piedmont section of Virginia, 
on the eastern slope of the Blue Ridge Mountains—south 
of the James River. Its 490,752 acres of land, with an 
average elevation of 800 feet—plentifully supplied with 
pure water and free from extremes of heat or cold (over 
a 25-year period the mean temperature of Lynchburg was 
43.8) produce all the foods necessary for a healthy people. 


Many citizens of Bedford County are in spiritual descent, 
lineal and direct, from those of whom Dr. W. H. Foote 
wrote, as of 1770: Fearlessness, composure, frugality, 
open-minded hospitality, frankness and deep religious 
feelings characterized the inhabitants of this region. Plain 
fare, plain dress, little money, cheerful hearts, active spirits, 
capability of endurance, and shrewd minds; such people 
were to be found living in this fertile and magnificent 


country.” 


Citizens of Bedford County are becoming more con- 
scious of the important role sanitation, preventive medi- 
cines, etc. etc., have to do with good health. With the 
establishing of a Health Department in 1949 and the 
realization that life, once so simple, is growing hourly 
more complex, and that no single citizen can safely break 
any of the laws of sanitation and hygiene. 


Dr. E. L. Johnson, the oldest practicing physician in Bedford 
County, has rendered service to all classes of people 


Community conscious citizens of Bedford County re- 
solved that one of the greatest needs, a modern hospital, 
should be built. In less than six months after the first 
determined citizens’ meeting, early in 1950, the amount 
needed to qualify for Hill-Burton funds, nearly $500,000, 
was pledged. Today, June 15, 1954, the Bedford County 
Memorial Hospital is being given its finishing touches. 


Bedford County Hospital 


BEDFORD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


In July, 1949, the Bedford County Health Department 
began operating. The staff consists of Dr. W. P. Jackson, 
Medical Director, Miss Beatrice Shook and Mrs. Stella 
Bradley, Public Health Nurses, D. R. Richardson, Sani- 
tarian, and Mrs. Madeline M. Howard, Clerk. 


The staff of the Health Department through cooperating 
with other agencies endeavors to help the local physicians 
secure desired hospitalization or other assistance to their 
patients when this assistance is needed. This cooperation 
of the physicians, clubs, county departments, and individuals 
with the Health Department is very cordial and is most 
helpful. 


Various clinics are held at the Health Department in 
Bedford. There the local physicians give thorough exami- 
nations and recommend appropriate treatments. Such clinics 
held are: 


The maternal and child health clinics held twice monthly 
for pre-natal, post-partem, and infant care with an average 
attendance of about ten. 

The orthopedic clinics held twice yearly by a visiting 
orthopedic surgeon with an average attendance of about 


twenty. 
Monthly physiotherapy classes conducted by an expert 
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Bedford County Health Center, June, 1954 
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physiotherapist to train and exercise the weak muscles of 
crippled children. 

Visits by the mobile X-ray unit twice yearly and peri- 
odic X-ray surveys for the control of tuberculosis. Over 
the five year period between fifteen and twenty thousand 
X-rays have been taken and numbers of unsuspected cases 
of tuberculosis have been found. Much of the time of the 
nurses is spent in following up these cases and helping to 
get sanatorium care for those needing it. 

Various pre-school and school clinics to study the 
health problems of the school children. These clinics are 
proving more and more valuable in finding defects and 
health problems, the correction of which greatly improves 
the health and educational progress of these adults of to- 
morrow. 

As a follow-up of these various clinics the nurses make 
many home visits to instruct the family in carrying out 
the doctor’s recommendations and arranging for obtaining 
assistance of other agencies when needed to get the ap- 
propriate recommendations carried out. 

Under the Maternal and Child Health Program hospital- 
ization of mothers and infants is provided when necessary. 

The crippled children’s program furnishes hospitaliza- 
tion assistance necessary for corrective surgery for defects 
and deformitories and for rheumatic fever. 

In the communicable disease control program the 
nurses visit the homes and schools to help instruct in the 
care of the sick and to prevent spreading. 

In the sanitation program the sanitarian receives calls 
from all sections of the county requesting advice and assist- 
ance in problems relating to sanitation. He makes periodic 
inspections of all food establishments and advises with the 
owners regarding facilities and conditions for serving food 
to the public in accordance with the State requirements. 
This program is a very active one necessitating many miles 
of travel and much tact in dealing with the public. 

The clerk keeps accurate records of all these activities, 
assists in the operation of the clinics, handles all the 
correspondence, and answers the many inquiries and tele- 
phone calls. 

During these five years Bedford fortunately has not 
had any severe epidemics but the program of the Health 
Department has been a busy one in the activities mentioned 
above. For the future the challenge to all is to set the goal 
of standards so that as far as possible the maximum of 
good health, physical and mental, and long years of use- 
fulness will be available to all. 

The people of Bedford County and their friends are 
cordially invited to visit their Health Department at 308 
East Main Street, Bedford, Virginia, during any of its 
working hours and especially during the operation of the 
clinics. 
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Sheriff Mitchell Hauled to Court Officer Bowles Makes Arrest 


THE BEDFORD LIFE SAVING AND FIRST AID CREW, INC., BEDFORD COUNTY 


Organized June 28, 1943, to save life and minister first aid and 
teach safety. 

The duty of each member is to attend crew drills and attend crew 
calls. Each member must be qualified and must pass a standard 
course in first aid as offered by the American Red Cross as well 
as be able to swim. This crew has done a wonderful work all over 
this county during the twelve years of existence. Answered calls, 
serving the iron lung for polio patients, searching for the drowned, 
administering oxygen to the sick, and giving first aid to the 
injured from fire, wrecks, and accidents of all kinds. 


First Crew of Bedford, first row, left to right: C. O. Updike, 

Owen Craighead, Berkley Gray, Gene Rowl, Ellie Parrish, Buck 

Powers, Aaron Bornstein. Second row, left to right: Cecil 

Wright, Malcolm Marsh, Johnie Chesson, R. A. Pollard, Glen 
Ramsey, Bill Walters 


Wao nah Si 


Latest Crew—Ist row, left to right: Glen Ramsey, Charlie Reynolds, Ellie Parrish, Captam R. A. Pollard, Buck Powers, Gene Fizer, 
Archie Powers. Second row: John Krantz, Owen Craighead, Corbin Robinson, Gorden Coleman, Cephas Saunders, C. O. Updike 
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MARY BABB VENABLE 


KAY HUBBARD 


Miss Boonsboro 


SHIRLEY WHITE 
Miss New London 


JANE OGDEN 
Miss Big Island 


BARBARA JANE NICHOLS 
Miss Huddleston 


Mary Babb was born to Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Venable on August 
21, 1935. She attended Bedford Elementary and High schools. 
During High School she was active in publications, as well as 
being a member of the Glee Club and a Cheerleader. She plans 
next fall to enter Virginia Intermont College, where she was 
awarded a scholarship, as a music major. 


BETTY JEAN HESSON ANNE JOHNSON 
Miss Stewartsville Miss Bedford 


MISS BEDFORD COUNTY 
BICENTENNIAL QUEEN 


AND HER COURT 


GAYE SAUNDERS HELEN ANN HATCHER 
Miss Moneta Miss Montvale 


52 


COMMITTEES 


ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 


Chairman—Page Scott 
Co-Chairmen—Arthur Lacroix and Henry Walton 


FINANCE DIVISION 
Chairman—Eugene Sharpe 


UNDERWRITING COMMITTEE 
Chairman—W. C. Roach, Jr. 
MEMBERS: 

Harry Phelps 
Hunter Smith 
Clayton Turner 
Earl Phillips 
George Gray 


Dr. William Landau 
Eugene Babb 

Melvin Dickler 
Elizabeth Overstreet 
Bill Johnson 


NOVELTIES COMMITTEE 


Chairman—Elton Hite 
MEMBERS: 
Charlie Reynolds 


BEARD CONTEST COMMITTEE 
Chairman—Charlie Frenzel 


Carleton Burnette 


MEMBERS: 
T. E. (Mike) Reynolds Roy Kyle 
Robert Johnson Rey. Harold Oyer 


SISTERS OF THE SWISH 


Chairman of Cosmetics—Dorothy Arthur 
Chairman of Costume—Mtrs. Archie Robertson 


MEMBERS: 


Mirsa DD aelester Kathleen Marshall 


HANDBOOK COMMITTEE 
Chairman—Mts. John L. Calhoun 


MEMBERS: 
Allen Huddleston—Photographer 


Charles M. Reynolds Harry Wills 


HISTORICAL PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Chairman—Sam Thompson 


OFFICIAL HAT COMMITTEE 


Chairman—Bob Young 
MEMBERS: 


George Gray Bill Johnson 


John Arthur 


CONCESSIONS COMMITTEE 
Chairman—Onex Bolling 


MEMBERS: 


Jack Carter Melvin Dickler 


DECORATIONS COMMITTEE 
Chairman—Harold Campbell 


SPECTACLE-TICKET DIVISION 
Chairman—G. W. Bond, Jr. 


ADVANCE TICKET COMMITTEE 
Chaiman—Bill Gillespie 


QUEEN CONTEST COMMITTEE 
Chairman—k. A. Scott, Jr. 


MEMBERS: 
Mrs. Jack Bradley 
Mrs. Lucille Thompson 
Mrs. Joe Thaxton 


GATE AND USHERS COMMITTEE 
Chairman—George M. Gee 


Mrs. Jesse M. Tucker 
Mrs. Margaret Parks 
Mrs. T. G. Oglesby 


MEMBERS: 
Boy Scout Troop 45 
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PUBLICITY DIVISION 
Chairman—R. T. Synan 


PRESS COMMITTEE 
Bedford Democrat Bedford Bulletin 


RADIO COMMITTEE 
WBLT 


SPECTACLE DIVISION 
Chairman—Betty Bond Synan 


CAST COMMITTEE 
Co-Chairmen—Mts. E. L. Carlyle, Jr., Mrs. Frances Owen 
MEMBERS: 
Mrs. Hagerman Brown Mia Eis Discott 
Nancy Miller Overstreet 


COSTUME AND MAKE-UP COMMITTEE 
Co-Chairmen—Mtrs. Hunter Smith, Mrs. R. W. Terry 

MEMBERS: 
Judy Brown 


Mrs. Ray Wingfield 
Mrs. Harold Turner 


Mrs. W. D. English 


SCENARIO AND TITLE COMMITTEE 


Chairman—Mts. Roy Kyle 
MEMBERS: 


Miss Georgette Parker Miss Rebecca Burks 


SPECTACLE MUSIC COMMITTEE 


Co-Chairmen—Mtrs. Earl Brown, Mrs. Malcolm Marsh 
MEMBERS: 


Dr. Eileen Jennings Mrs. Charles Oliver 


Dr. J. G. Jantz 


SPECIAL EVENTS DIVISION 
Co-Chairmen—Charles E. Green, Jr., Mayo Harlow 


PARADE COMMITTEE 


Chairman—C. W. Venable 
MEMBERS: 
Ed Hanks 


Earl M. Johnson 
Captain Ward Dean 


Rey. S. S. Sutton 
John L. Jones 


CELEBRATION BALL COMMITTEE 
Co-Chairmen—Mts. Aubrey Strode, Tom English 


HISTORICAL WINDOW COMMITTEE 
Chairman—Mayo Harlow 


FIREWORKS COMMITTEE 
Chairman—Ear| Johnson 


SPECIAL DAYS COMMITTEES 


MONDAY 
Chairman—Charlie V enable 
TUESDAY 
Co-Chairmen—Richard R. Riehl, Sherill Coleman 
WEDNESDAY 


Bedford Ministerial Association; High School Principals 


THURSDAY 
Chairman—Mts. E. D. Gregory 


MEMBERS: 
Katherine Claytor Georgette Parker 
Edith Stone Jacqulyn Schank 
FRIDAY 
Chairman—N. A. Boone 
SATURDAY 


Chairman—du Val Radford 


TRAFFIC DIVISION 
Chairman—G. S. Cooper 


PROGRAM OF THE BEDFO 


Sunday, August 8—‘“‘Faith of Our Father’s Day” 


11:00 a.m. Historic and Homecoming day at all of the County’s Churches. 


5:00 p.m. Twilight Statewide Union Service. Bishop Paul N. Garber, Methodist Bishop for Virginia- 
Carolina district. Hundred-voice colored choir, combined white choir of Bedford County’s Churches 
at Bedford High School Athletic Field. 


Monday, August 9—“‘Queen’s Day” 


s 


11:00 a.m. Official opening of Bicentennial Celebration. Salute by factory whistles, church bells, etc. 


2:30 p.m. Grand Parade—Bands, Drum and Bugle Corps, Floats, Marching units. The biggest parade 
in Bedford County’s history. 


3:45 p.m. Immediately following parade—Coronation of “Miss Bedford County’s” Queen of the Bicen- 


tennial, by a noted dignitary to be announced later, on the lawn of the Elks National Home. 
7:15 p.m. Pre-pageant festivities at High School Athletic Field. Each night. 
8:00 p.m. Premiere performance of “Echo of Liberty,” historical pageant, at High School Athletic Field. 


10:00 p.m. Coronation Ball, music by Dean Hudson, one of the country’s leading dance bands, at Elks 


National Home. Public Welcome. 
7:30-9:00 p.m. Bedford County Museum open. Basement of the Public Library. Each day. 
All Day: Historic window displays in Bedford stores. Each day. 


12 N-5:00 p.m. Home Demonstration Room open each day. 


Tuesday, August 10—‘‘Youth Day’’ 


10:00 a.m. Field day events for youth of all ages, on lower athletic field at Liberty Academy. 
1:00 p.m. Youth Day Parade. 


2:15 p.m. Softball games: All-star girls’, all-star midgets’, and all-star men’s, on athletic field at Liberty 


Academy. 


7:15 p.m. Pre-pageant festivities High School Athletic Field. 


Registration at Bicentennial official booth for out-of-town guests. Each day. 
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(COUNTY BICENTENNIAL 


Wednesday, August 11—*‘Homecoming Day” 


All day—Homecoming in each of Bedford’s communities and schools, sponsored by community-civic groups. 


8:00 p.m. Third performance of “Echo of Liberty,” historical pageant, at High School Athletic Field. 


Thursday, August 12—‘‘Historical Day”’ 


Official costume day—Residents of Bedford County will be attired in costumes of the past 200 years. 
Street scenes by the Bedford Little Theatre Group to be performed at various locations through- 
out day. 


2:30 p.m. Softball between Brothers of Brush and Clean Shavers at the Liberty Academy Athletic Field, 


8:00 p.m. Historical fashion show depicting the modes of fashion during the past two hundred years; 
judging of the Brothers of the Brush; and Beard Shaving Contest at the High School Athletic Field. 
FREE ADMITTANCE. 


In case of inclement weather this attraction will be held at the Bedford High School Auditorium. 


Friday, August 13—“‘‘Agriculture Day” 


10:00 am. Skill in operation of modern farm equipment at Main Street parking lot. 


1:30 p.m. Parade of Agricultural Progress—showing advancement of agriculture development in the past 
200 years. 


2:45 p.m. Tentative plans call for a prominent speaker in the agricultural field to make an address im. 
mediately following the parade. 


8:00 p.m. Fourth Performance of “Echo of Liberty,” historical pageant, at High School Athletic Field. 


10:00 p.m. FREE street dance—square dancing on Main Street parking lot. Music by Bob’ Williams 
and his Cumberland Mountaineers. 


Saturday, August 14—“‘Governor’s Day” 


11:00 a.m. Final Kangaroo Kourt on Kourt House Steps. 
2:30 p.m. Military Parade featuring numerous military units and bands from throughout the State. 


3:45 p.m. Address by his Excellency, the Honorable Thomas B. Stanley, Governor of the Common- 
wealth of Virginia, at the Elks National Home. State dignitaries—members of the Senate and 
House and others will be guests of the Bicentennial. 


8:00 p.m. Fifth and final performance of “Echo of Liberty,” historical pageant, at High School Athletic 
Field. 


9:45 p.m. Governor’s Ball at Elks National Home. 
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THE BEDFORD COUNTY BICENTENNIAL, Inc. 


Presents 


An Historical Spectacle Commemorating the 200th Anniversary of the Founding of Bedford County. 


SECHOFORSTIBERA Ys 
A John B. Rogers Company Production 


Produced and Directed by JOHN FUHRMANN 


Mrs. E. L. CARLYLE, JR., Assestant 


NARRATORS: Names not available at press time. 


PROGRAM 


“ECHO OF LIBERTY ~ 


ERISODE Yen eee Bie eee ane eee otra er reee “Prologue” 
BPISODE AL Lemna yates “The Red Men of the Blue Ridge” 
BEISODEALLLS Wak Otte fae “The Pioneers of Bedford” 
ESlsSODEal Vs aust ee “The Formation of Bedford County” 
BPISODER Vistcea ys save am nes ts reales “Spirit of ’76” 
BPISODBSIV I hectare ee ee ae: “The New London Era’ 
PPISODHAY Ll Wee eee Sete wasnt ee esa ty tree aie he ects ek “Liberty” 
BPISODEAY Ure tine ee nee “Remember the Sabbath” 
PPISOD LX ek at. oe eer ee “A Day at Poplar Forest” 


EBISODE Eure. cts ary oe “The Coming of the Railroad” 


CAST OF 


Prologue 


COLOR GUARD: Members of The American Legion and 
Vee PW 


TRUMPETERS: Joan Burnette, Sue Thomas, Nancy Parrish, 
Patricia Gordon, Sue Agee, Betty Bowling. 


SAILORS: Joy Wilkerson, Dottie Farley, Jackie Oliver, 
Nancy Rice, Judy Overstreet, Julia Parrish, Louise 
Duis, Sandra Noell, Shirley Tolley, Glenna Fifer, 
Betty Seabolt, Marian Phillips, Betty Arthur, Norma 
McNeely, Frances Keys, Jean Burnette. 


Miss COLUMBIA: Ellen McFarland. 


STATES: Phyllis Bass, Finnie Parrish, Mary Dillard, Janet 
Ayres, Dora DeWitt, JoAnn Dillard, Brenda Cheatham, 
Jane Agee, Ann Melton, Mary Lois Hardy, Beatrice 
Burks, Gayle Fifer, Karen Cox. 


GIRL SCOUTS: Rosemary McGhee, Merry Tatem, Barbara 
Stanley, Pamela Cobb, Cynthia Boyer, Linda Sanford, 
Brenda Creasy, Barbara Coleman, Glynis Saunders, 
Carol Oglesby, Margaret Ellen Buck, Mary Marsh, 
Anne Hayes, Phyllis Rightmore, Martha Ann Smith. 


EPISODE? X lhicaneren: “Readin’, Writin’, and ‘Rithmetic” 
EPISODES AI Pag ce ees ease eee “Hunter's Raid” 
EPISODES XL Lote eee reer re “The End of the War” 
EPISODEBUXLV. foe ae “Bustles, Bikes and Mustaches” 
EPISODE: XV.) jae cates eee "To the Cause of Democracy” 
EPISODE & Vleet nee “The Roaring Twenties” 
EPISODE Xx Vln ete ee “The Suitcase Parade” 
EPISODE (XV LUMLAhvaeeetee ten Saree “Normandy Beach” 
EPISODE -XDXaee ee “Transportation through the Y ears” 
HPISOD BECK | eg ee OR eeneta ce bs eRe aces a “Finale” 
CHARACTERS 
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Boy Scouts: C. S. Jackson, Jr., David Bass, Jeff North, 
Alex Rucker, Tommy Musgrove, Tommy Reynolds, 
Atley Wingfield, Douglas Torrance, Howard Farley, 
William Gibson, M. C. Kidd, Phillip Arrington, Billy 
Scott, Albert Slass, Bertram Slass, Jeffrey Goggin, 
Tucker Powers, Ronnie Obenchain, William Childers, 
Danny Lindsey. 


NATION’S QUEENS: Ann Jarvis, Barbara Smith, Shirley 
Noell, Shelby Shields, Rosemary Johnson. 


CADETS: Mary Frances Wilkerson, Evelyn Ward, Jean 
Harris, Janet DeWitt, Louise Vaughan, Patsy Ayers, 
Ann Agee, Kitty Harris, Shelby Ruff, Ann Dawson. 


INDIAN SCENES 
CHIEF: Malcolm Marsh. 
INDIAN PRINCESS: Barbara Simpkins. 


BRAVES: Blake Bosta, Macon Putney, Irvin Putney, Robert 
Williams, Bud Taylor, Robert Taylor, Jerry Trevey, 
Randy Williams, Howard Tomlin, Pat Patterson, Jack 
Johnson, Larry Neeley. 


pert 
icy, 
ack 


SQuaAWws: Alice Moseley, Mrs. Frances Saunders, Odessa 
Parrish, Mrs. Jane Marsh, Mrs. Olive Wooldrige. 


Boys: Bobby Nance, Gary Faribault, Phillip Arthur, 
Frankie Boone. 


Girts: Sara Ann Camden, Ginger Reynolds, Nancy Wat- 
son, Jackie Faribault. 


PIONEER SCENES 


WOMEN: Polly Pollard, Mrs. J. W. Hayes, Sally Counts, 
Alice McGee, Bessie Schenk, Doris Watson, Ann 
Hayes, Kathrine Claytor. 


MEN: George Obenchain, John Byrne, LeGarde Thompson, 
Carlton Burnette, Winston Kendrick, Frank Witt, 
Stewart Chilton, Hughie Hughes, Robert Lazenby. 


Boys: Douglas Moses, John Hurt, Rodney Moses, Skipper 
Owen. 


GirLs: Vickey Ford, Mickey Lazenby, Betty Hurt, Cecila 
Goode. 


COLONIAL SCENES 


JEMMy STEPTOE—Pete Dooley. 


MEN: Ray Wingfield, Guy St. Clair, Albert Ramsey, Ken- 
neth Strong, Jack Cundiff, John Dudeck, Benny Key, 
Harry Scott, Ross Boyer, Mike Twark, Clyde Lipscomb, 
Marvin Marsh. 


WOMEN: Diana Crawford, Katherine Turner, Elizabeth 
Ramsey, Mattie Bowles, Ann Green, Mary Twark, 
Cynthia Helmintoller, Margie McGhee, Mary Leigh 
Gills, Sara Overstreet. 


GirLs: Frenchie Boone, Ann Turner, Judy Turner, Rose- 
mary McGhee. 


Boys: Frank Brown, George Brown, Chuck Reynolds, 
Johnny Wingfield. 


SPIRIT OF ’76 
Boy: Ronnie Obenchain. 


MEN: Guy Murray, Curtis Merritt. 


SCHOOL SCENE 
TEACHER: Ken Wallace. 
JONATHAN: Michael Edward Lodge. 


Girts: Linda Otey, Mary Napier, Ann Moorman, Mary 
Moorman, Emily Jones, Charlotte Padgett, Sue Nance, 
Joyce Ruff. 


Boys: Barry Campbell, David Napier, Bert Nance, Lewis 
Eubank, Steven Cox, Dennis Cundiff, Jimmy Cundiff. 


“HUNTER’S RAID” 


SEVEN HORSES AND RIDERS: E. H. Baker, G. G. Ballard, 
T. E. Reynolds, Thurston Roberts, Mrs. Rufus Holdren, 
Garland M. Bays, Willie Carter. 


OLD-FASHIONED SCENES 


MEN: Pete Jamerson, Edwin Hanks, Robert Johnson, E. L. 
Carlyle, Jr., Buzzy Goode, Joe Smith, Allen Bornstein, 
David Bornstein, Roy Hogan, Hugh Bond. 


WOMEN: Ernestine Mayhey, Mary Forbes, Catherine Fer- 
guson, Clara Scott, Geneva Weeks, Quita St. Clair, 
Edna Powers, Bevie Johnson, Catherine Weeks, Bar- 
bara Witt. 


WAR BETWEEN THE STATES 


SOLDIERS: Johnny Carlyle, Seth McGuire, Jr., Sam Thomp- 
son, Dennie Goggin, E. H. Baker. 


GAY, 90s 


CAN-CAN DANCERS: Glenda Ramsey, Cynthia Stanley, 
Mary Burks, Lila Biles, Willie Byrd Childers, Carolyn 
Titus. 


Auto: Paul Holland, Belle English. 
Mayor: George Boggess. 

M. C.: Bill English. 

MEDICINE MAN: Harold Campbell. 


BATHING BEAUTIES: Ruth Wright, Mildred Roberts, Mar- 
garet Key, Betty Johnson. 


Men: A. E. Strode, Ralph Boggess, Albert Burks, Arnold 
Coffey. 


WOMEN: Ruby Shields, Eleanor Saunders, Ann Arthur, 
Margaret Ramsey, Ethlene Martin, Mary Lovelace, 
Eunice McIntyre, Alma LaCroix, Lucy Cowlbeck, 
Odessa Hopkins. 


Boys: Kenneth Craghead, Glenn Hardy, Russell Saferight. 


GiRLS: Linda Raye Craghead, Catherine Rice, Billie Safe- 
right, Cindy Saunders, Glynis Saunders. 


CHARLESTON DANCERS: Linda Boyer, Lucy Burkholder, 
Patricia Torrence, Nancy Johnson, Peggy Hopkins, 
Betty Lee Howard, Iris Wilson, Gail Pollard, Janet 
Ayres, Anne Johnson. 


WORLD WAR II SCENE 


Members of Co. “A” 116th Infantry Virginia National 
Guard. 


The complete listing of the cast of characters was not available at the time the program went to press. 


The Bedford Democrat 


The Paper that Grew up with 


The Bedford County Community 


Since 1857 THE BEDFORD DEMOCRAT has been a vital part of the life 


of Bedford County—except for a suspension in Civil War times. It is the 


main source of information for Bedford people concerning the affairs of 
their home town and county. It has lent its support down through the 


decades to the projects that have made Bedford County a better place 


to live. From its columns the people of the county—and former Bed- 
ford people now living away—derive information, entertainment, 


| stimulation. It has something for every member of the family. 


| Through its pages the people of the town and county learn 
| of the values available in the stores of Bedford and the county 
communities. Its advertising columns are the market place of 


the county. 
Small wonder, then that THE DEMOCRAT has become 
| the most widely read newspaper ever published in Bedford 


County. It is Bedford’s Home County Newspaper. 


} ANN 4) \ha \ 
| \ Th \\\ 


NOW READ IN MORE THAN 
4,300 HOMES 


Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulations 
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CAN YOU REMEMBER WHEN?? 


! 


First School in Liberty 


ee Pie rere 


Beechwood Hotel East of Old Bridge 


Building 


Leftwich 
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The Bedford Bulletin 


In April of 1886, three newspaper offices were opened 
in Bedford, then Liberty, in the same week, none having 
the knowledge of the other's activity until the plants were 
purchased. 

These papers were The Bedford Index, the forerunner 
of The Bedford Bulletin, established by R. Kenna Camp- 
bell; The Bedford Democrat, established by Dr. C. A. 
Board, J. Frank Wingfield and O. W. Kelsey; The Liberty 
Leader, established by John W. Stump and M. T. Harrison. 

The Bedford Index, published in the same office as now 
occupied by the present Democrat, continued under this 
name for several years. Mr. Campbell, who owned it during 
this period, was appointed to a political job in Washington. 
He leased it to E. D. Gregory, who gave it up for a pub- 
lishing venture in Norfolk. During the period Mr. Gregory 
had the paper, J. L. Davidson, present editor of the Bulletin, 
went to work with him. 

The Index, after several months, was sold to Judge 
Kelly, of Tazewell, who changed the name of the paper 
to The Bedford Bulletin and placed his sons, A. P. and 
John Kelly in charge of the business. It continued under 
this management for only a short time, however, when it 
was purchased by T. W. Richardson and Herbert Black. 

Later Herbert Black sold his interest in the business to 
John S. Rielly, who later sold to Mr. Richardson, who was 
the sole owner until his death in 1934. The Bulletin, 
since 1934, has been owned by the T. W. Richardson 
estate. At one time it was leased to A. W. Robbins and 
J. L. Davidson. Mr. Davidson is the present veteran editor. 
For years his well-balanced broad thinking along political 
and civic lines has contributed much, indeed, to the breadth 
and stability of mind and character of Bedford citizens. 

Since World War II the plant where the Bvlletin is 
published has been incorporated under the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. Also published by the Bedford Bulletin, Inc., 
is a second newspaper, The Vinton Record, of Vinton, Va. 

Officers of the Bedford Bulletin, Inc., are Keith Harvey, 
president; Webster Richardson, of Blacksburg, vice presi- 
dent, and Mrs. Mary Lee Harvey, secretary-treasurer, 


The Bedford Democrat 


The Bedford Democrat has been one of the county’s 
outstanding institutions for almost a century. In 1957 it 
will celebrate its Centennial. It is, therefore, almost half 
as old as the county. 

The Democrat, is one of the foremost non-daily journals 
of Virginia, and a lusty survivor of at least eight weekly 
publications which have sought the favor of the people of 
Bedford County. All but two have had their brief day and 
disappeared. 

The famous statesman, John Goode, was one of the 
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original founders of The Democrat when it made its ap- 
pearance in May, 1857. However, the name which will 
always be connected with the history of The Democrat 
is that of the late M. T. Harrison, who was its owner from 
1892 until a few months before his death in 1949. Under 
his editorship Te Democrat became the principal reposi- 
tory of the history of Bedford County, both current and 
past. 

In spite of the rapid growth of other media of informa- 
tion—the nearby metropolitan dailies, radio and television 
—The Bedford Democrat today has more readers than ever 
before in its history, its weekly press run being approxi- 
mately 5,000. No other newspaper in the county’s history 
has approached that figure. 

When it was founded, the Democrat's promoters an- 
nounced it would be the organ of the Democratic Party of 
Bedford County, and offered that as its outstanding virtue. 
In the opinion of most of its readers, The Democrat of 
today has definitely departed from that course. 

Instead of priding itself on being the organ of any 
party, it pursues a policy of jealously guarded independence. 
Some Bedford County people like this; some don’t. 

In the last five years, under its present management, 
The Democrat has sought to achieve standards of editorial 
excellence. That it has been at least partly successful is 
shown by the fact that for the four years, 1950 through 
1953, a Bedford County home newspaper won more Vir- 
ginia Press Association awards than any other non-daily 
newspaper in the State—awards for excellence of its news 
writing, feature stories, columns, editorials and pictures. 


Bedford’s Radio Station WBLT 


Bedford’s Radio Station WBLT, named for World’s 
Best Little Town, is a new agency of which Bedford is 
justly proud. Already it has become a very important part 
of our civic life as well as recreational and educational. 

The construction permit for this station was given 


October, 1949, and active operation as a station was begun 
February 9, 1950. 


WBLT is in charge of Addison Marsh, assisted by an 
able force of announcers and technicians. 


LATIMER-SAUNDERS CO. 


CROSLEY RADIOS — REFRIGERATORS 
RANGES 


APEX WASHERS 


DEVOE PAINTS 


ib al eo bridgesct: Phone 8130 


Bedford, Virginia 


Reynolds Clothes — Shoes 


SERVICE AND MERCHANDISE 


NOOO, GOOD, 1.03 FORGET 


Home of 


MANHATTAN SHIRTS 


REDRGOOSES SHOES 


ale SeSoeBridge St 


Bedford, Va. | 


Johnson’s Hardware & 


Furniture Store 


AND 


Johnson’s New Furniture 


TWO STORES 


TOsSERVE Y OUSBEMTER 


Bedford, Virginia 


Bedford Hardware Co. 


Housewares and Sporting Goods 
Full Line of Hardware 
Fada Television 
SALES & SERVICE 
Peaslee-Gaulbert Paints 
Jacuzzi Pumps & Water Systems 
Your Massey Harris Dealer 


Tractors & Machinery 


PHONE 8811 


BEDFORD, VA. | 


TELEPHONES 


Telephone Maintenance Truck, 1926 


Significant in the growth and development of Bedford 
County has been the development of the telephone service. 
The first telephone was installed in Bedford in August of 
1890, in time of the boom. It was located in Lee Johnson’s 
Livery Stable, the site of the Auto Service Electric Cor- 
poration on N. Bridge Street. Other telephones followed 
in Wilkinson’s Department Store, the N. & W. Railway 
Co., and in the home of Tom Berry. The first telephone 
office was located in the window of Dr. Hopkins’ Drug 
Store, at the corner of Bridge and Main. For a time, 
until the office was moved upstairs in the same building, 
it was not unusual for groups of people to gather to 
watch the operator at work. The office was later moved 
to its present location in the Citizens’ National Bank 
Building. Some of the early operators of the exchange 


First Switchboard 


Left to right—Mrs. Ruth Milton, Mrs. Kathleen Howard, Mrs. 
Cora Witt 


Switchboard 1954 


Left to right—Mzss Doris Reynolds, Mrs. Mattie Bowles, Miss 
Barbara Hurt 


Telephone Maintenance Truck, 1954 


were: Miss Kate Parnell, Mrs. Izard, Miss Mary B. (Polly) 
Fizer, Miss Susie Sale, and Miss Louise Carder. 


The first telephone company was the Southern Bell 
Company Co. and it continued to operate the four tele- 
phones in Bedford at the passenger station, the telegraph 
office, the livery stable, and the tobacco factory, necessary 
in order to hold its charter. In 1912 the Chesapeake and 
Potomac Telephone Co. took over the exchange. Mean- 
while, about 1902, T. W. Richardson, editor of the Bedford 
Bulletin, had interested the Board of Trade in making an 
effort to secure a telephone system for the town. Fifty 
subscribers were secured at once, and the present system 
installed. From that time telephone expansion was evident. 
By 1925 there were 418 telephones in the exchange. In 
1938 the number had grown to 793. It was in that year 
that the Bedford Exchange was converted to dial. Today 
it serves almost 3,000 telephones, approximately 70% of 
all the families within the exchange area. 


“Tailor Made Ads That Stay and Pay” 


Created by If Its From Arthurs — Its Guaranteed 


D. E. “DOUG” WEBB 
2 YOR eye yi 


Roanoke, Virginia 


Representing 


The Vernon Company 


Newton, lowa Bedfords Leading Jewelers 


For half a century America’s Finest Advertising 


Specialities — Signs — Executive Gifts 


G. N. MUSGROVE 


DEALER 


IN WHOLESALE — FUEL OIL — KEROSENE — PETROLEUM 


Call 
Bedford 8011—Office Bedford 8313—Home 


PAUL E. OVERSTREET 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
AND BUILDER 


Dial 8019 or 8190 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


GET MORE AT THE 


PIEDMONT STORES, Inc. 


CLOTTING EORS tat 
ENTIRESEAIV\ lily 


BRIDGE STREET 


with pleasure 


and pride 


in your 


achievements 


. lL. i! 


ROANOKE, palo 


ELKS SERVICE STATION 


Roy Weeks—S. Updike 


FIRESTONE TIRES 
BATTERIES AND ACCESSORIES 


* 


Phone 8821 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


METERED 


Hreatane 


BOTTLED GAS 


BOTTLED GAS CO. OF 
LYNCHBURG, Inc. 


OFS Stheot: Lynchburg, Va. 


Compliments of 


Claytor Insurance Agency 
A. B. CLAYTOR 
W. M. CLAYTOR 


* 


“Complete Protection 
At A Savings” 


Bedford, Va. 


GOOD “HOME-COOKED” FOODS 


AIR CONDITIONED 


Coleman’s Restaurant 
W. H. & W. W. COLEMAN, Owners 


OPEN 6 A. M. TO 9:30 P. M. 


Phone 8071 


Corner Bridge and Main on U. S. Rt. 460 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


108 E. Main St. 


A. M. PADGETT & SON 
HARDWARE and PAINTS 
# 
EXCLUSIVE NORGE DEALER 
+ 


DIAL 8681 N. BRIDGE STREET 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


BEDFORD COUNTY LAKE 
Compliments of 


BEDFORD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


—Ormptlirments of 
BEDFORD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


THE LANE COMPANY, Inc. 


ALTAVISTA, VIRGINIA 


MAKERS OF LANE CHESTS AND LANE TABLES 


* 


CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 200th ANNIVERSARY 


Compliments of 


BRIDGE STREET 
ESSO STATION O. K. USED CARS 


R. W. Terry 
We can offer best used cars because Chevrolet 


sells more new cars and better used cars are 
taken in on trade. 


MURRAY CHEVROLET 
PHONE 7941 INCORPORATED 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 
BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 
Phone 8263 License 149 


Compliments of 


GULF SERVICE CENTER 


CALEB MARTIN, Opr. 
144-6 W. Main St. 


Phone 7711 BEDFORD, VA. 


Compliments of 


C. GRADY CATES, Inc. 


METAL BUILDING MATERIALS & SUPPLIES 


Office and Warehouse 
1932 Chapman Ave., S. W. 


ROANOKE, VA. 


Compliments of 


HUDDLESTON’S STORE 


Rabbi Noml 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


Compliments of 


UPDIKE AND STEVENS 


MEATS—GROCERIES 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


Compliments of 


Richmond Insurance Company 


GENERAL INSURANCE 
Phone 3811 
Masonic Building—Bedford, Virginia 


Compliments of 


THOMAS BROS. 


CUSTOM-MIXED FEEDS 
FLOUR, GRAINS 
Phone 8596 BEDFORD, VA. 


Complete Locker and Home Unit Service 


BEDFORD LOCKER PLANT, Inc. 
Phone 8141 BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


Meats Cut, Wrapped and Sharp Frozen 


Compliments of 


SMITH’S MARKET 
GROCERIES and MEATS 


Phone 3511 BEDFORD, VA. 


Compliments of 


BEDFORD NEW’S STORE 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


Compliments of 


GOODE SHOE SHOP 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


Compliments of 


AUTO-SERVICE AND 
NEHI ELECTRIC CORP. 
BOTTLING COMPANY BASIL D. MURRAY, President 


GUY E. MURRAY, Sec. & Treas. 


BOM) TILES * 


ROYAL CROWN COLA—NEHI WHOLESALE 


and AUTOMOTIVE PARTS—HARDWARE 


ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 
PAR-T-PAK BEVERAGES 


* 
* 


Serving Bedford County 
For 34 Years 


Phone 4-2191 Lynchburg, Va. 


As. Traditional 
as a Plantation . . 


Historically 
SOULE nine me: 


Delicious! 


Topped with golden butter 
... Served with fried chicken < 
or country ham 
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GAMBILL’S SPOON BREAD MIX 
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CLUBS AND INTEREST GROUPS 


Much of the progress of the town and County of Bed- 
ford has resulted from active planning and development 
of various clubs and special groups. So many are there 
that space permits little more than mere mention of each. 


The civic clubs have specific objectives including fel- 
lowship and better understanding. The oldest of these, 
the Rotary Club, holds an orthopedic clinic every six 
months. The Bedford Lion’s Club is active in conservation 
of eyesight. Ruritan clubs at New London, Moneta, Forest, 
Boonsboro, Stewartsville, and Big Island devote much time 
to improvement of community life, especially the welfare 
of their boys. The Business and Professional Women’s 
Club initiated efforts to secure the health unit and stresses 
dental work for indigent children. The Men’s Fellowship 
Club at Montvale has 175 members. The Junior Woman’s 
Club has been concerned with civic betterment, active 
specifically in providing hospital equipment. The Jaycees, 
on fire with energy and ideas, have revived the county fair 
and pushed the Greenwood playground, besides taking on 
the Bicentennial. 


FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS are important in 
the county's life. There are five Masonic Lodges in Bed- 
ford County. Liberty Lodge No. 95, of Bedford, chartered 
1813, has membership of about 250. Others are at Cham- 
blissburg, Moneta, Forest and Mentow. There is also a Royal 
Arch Chapter in Bedford and Eastern Star Chapters at 
Bedford and Forest. The Odd Fellows have four lodges in 
the County, Liberty at Bedford (1905), Beaver Dam at 
Stewartsville, others at Goode and Peaksville. At Bedford, 
there is the Peaks of Otter Lodge of Rebekahs. This lodge 
sponsors Theta Rho Club, a group of teen-age girls. Bedford 
Lodge Knights of Pythias, formed in 1948, has a member- 
ship of about 74. There is also Bedford Temple Pythian 
Sisters. In 1951, the Pythians of Virginia located the Hines 
Memorial Pythian Home on the “Otterbourne” property 
north of Bedford. Last year a new dormitory was added to 
this home. Woodmen of the World have about 166 mem- 
bers. The Bedford Camp is now being reactivated after a 
short period of inactivity. The Elks are represented by their 
magnificent National Home, located here after they ac- 
quired the old “Bedford Hotel” property in 1902, later 
erecting the present building. This home is one of the 
town’s chief show places. 


GARDEN CLUBS have sponsored projects to beautify 
streets and vacant lots, landscape homes and highways, 
plant shrubs and flowers, improve the quality of flowers, 
also the arrangement of flowers, and to improve the ap- 
pearance of mail boxes. They include Bedford, Blue Ridge, 
Big Isalnd, Liberty, Lisbon and Union. 


THE DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVO- 
LUTION have made great contributions in gathering and 
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preserving facts and heirlooms back to the beginning of 
Bedford County. The story of the War Between the States, 
when Hunter’s army with three future presidents of the 
United States on its staff, marched through the county, 
has been the concern of the United Daughters of the Con- 
federacy. Monuments and other achievements have re- 
sulted from the work of these historical groups. 


WOMEN’S LITERARY CLUBS include chapters of 
the American Association of University Women, Book 
Forum, Thursday Club, and Friday Book Club. The Fifteen 
Club until its dissolution a few years ago, was the oldest 
woman's club in Virginia. 

Young people’s groups include school clubs, Boy and 
Girl Scouts, 4-H clubs and church activities for the younger 
members. 

VETERANS of both World Wars have American 
Legion posts at Bedford and Big Island, and a Veterans 
of Foreign Wars post, with their women’s auxiliaries. 


THE NEGRO ORGANIZATION OF VIRGINIA has 
the motto “Seven Betters,” relating to the fields in which 
this group is anxious to make improvements, namely, health, 
schools, civic participation, jobs, farms, business and homes. 
Negro civic bodies include the County-Wide Civic League, 
District League, Youth Conference, and Young Peoples 
County-Wide League. 


1895-1900 
Will Tinsley, Albert Canady. 


SEDALIA MASONIC LODGE, 

Pront: Routes ake Ar ion 
Turp Turpin, W. C. Lazenby 
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Shall, Jim Reynolds 

Third Row: Tom White, Wm. Cornelius, Hiram Burks 
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Fourth Row: J. B. Cox, Spot Mays, Baney Watson 
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Mning of 
le States, 
S Of the 

COunty, 
he Con. 


lave te. 


Mets of 
, Book 
Fifteen 
oldest 


oy and 
Ounger 


nerican 
eterans 
s, 

[A has 
which 
health, 
1omes, 


eapue, 
coples 


THE BEDFORD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE has 
done much to promote new industry by making a survey 
of available Jabor and in other ways. It has also done 
much to increase interest in the tourist trade in this area, 
having displayed at the library material publicizing the 


county's attractions. In 1949 it sponsored the Bedford 
Town and County Day on the Maxey farm. It sponsors 
the town’s Christmas and Fourth of July celebrations. Its 
most recent achievement was securing the dress factory 


for Bedford. 


THE ELKS NATIONAL HOME 


Mr. Meade D. Detweiler was chairman of the com- 
mittee to select a suitable place for the Elks National 
Home. The many advantages in favor of Bedford were 
beautiful scenery, transportation facilities, and other great 


essentials. 

The order is purely American. The Elks Lodge exists 
only where Old Glory waves over them. Tribute is paid 
to the National Flag each year and a special program given, 
the public is invited to join with the lodge members for 
this special occasion. 

In 1900 the decision was made to build a national home. 
Attention was called to the Hotel Bedford property in the 
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Town of Bedford City, Virginia, after investigating and 
finding that the property was for sale. The hotel property 
was bought at public sale June 16, 1902. It was dedicated 
May 21, 1903. 

The Norfolk and Western Station was only four hundred 
yards away. A little farther east was a town of about 2,500 
inhabitants, Bedford City. Twenty-five miles east is the 
City of Lynchburg, twenty-eight miles west is the City of 
Roanoke, in both places are flourishing Elk Lodges. 

After a time more room space was necessary. The 
Jeter Institute building was rented and used temporarily 
until the present home was built. 


SHOP IN AIR CONDITIONED COMFORT 


— Snoder & Berman 


“The Store of Values” 


LYNCHBURGS MOST FRIENDLY STORE 


FREE Parking for Our Customers 


Chaffin’s 


Shamrock Restaurant 


(FORMERLY FRIEND’S) 
674 Oakley Ave. Lynchburg, Va. 


MR. AND MRS. P. W. ‘’RED’’ CHAFFIN, Proprietors 


Dial 2-2151 
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Reams Furniture Company, 


Incorporated 


Furniture and House Furnishings 


“Let Us Make Your House A Home” 


620-924 MAIN STREET 


LYNCHBURG, VA. 


Odd Fellows & Rebekahs 


The Old Charles Auspach Home, 407 E. Main St., Bed- 
ford, Va. Since August, 1950, being used and owned 
by the Odd Fellows Lodge 288, Bedford Encampment 
No. 30, Otter Rebekah Lodge No. 32, and Mary 
Ekhart Theta Rho Girls’ Club. 


Compliments of 


BEDFORD MOTORS CORPORATION 


“Your Friendly Ford Dealer’ 


CLAUDE WRIGHT 


Land Cleaning & Excavating 


Gels COUIRMENT 2 PARTS FORSG. Is TRUCKS 


ALL KINDS ROUGH LUMBER 


Phone 8108 Route 3 Bedford, Va. 


Courtesy of 


BEDFORD LODGE No. 162 
KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS 


MUNDY MOTOR LINES 


SERVING INDUSTRIAL BEDFORD 


COUNTY DAILY TO AND FROM 


THES EN TIRES EASTERNBSEABOARD 
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COBLE 
DAIRY PRODUCTS, Inc. 


FIELD REP. ARNOLD W. DRYE 
JIMMIE CURTISS, Plant Mgr. 


* 


Manufacturers and Distributors 


of 


LABORATORY CONTROLLED 
DAIRY PRODUCTS 


* 


Moneta, Va. 


FRANK CHERVAN, Inc. 


* 


Designers and Manufacturers 
of 
Living Room Furniture Frames 


* 


Bedford, Va. 


Compliments of 


THE ASSOCIATED BANKS OF BEDFORD 


THE CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK 
THE PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 


Member of The Federal 


Member of The Federal Deposit 
Bank System 


Insurance Corporation 


“THE BEDFORD BULLETIN” SALUTES ITS EDITOR 
OF MORE THAN 50 YEARS 


J. L. DAVIDSON 


Dean of Virginia Newspaper Editors 


Each Progressive Step Taken by the County and Town in the past 50 years 
Has Had Nick Davidson's Inspiration and Support 


BEDFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 


GEORGETTE PARKER, Librarian 


On November 30, 1900, an organization was perfected 
for the purpose of establishing a library for the Town of 
Bedford. The movement was started by Mrs. Dallas Tucker 
and Mrs. Walter Ruan. With the usual officers and a 
Board of Directors of fifteen ladies and a limited member- 
ship of thirty, the Bedford Library Association was organ- 
ized. The charter members were Mrs. W. W. Berry, 
Mrs. S. M. Bowling, Mrs. J. C. Brown, Mrs. a brown: 
Mrs. J. S. Burks, Mrs. John Campbell, Mrs. M. P. 
Carder, Mrs. J. T. Davidson, Mrs. J. W. Gish, Mrs. 
S. C. Graves, Mrs. E. D. Gregory, Mrs. Samuel Griffin, 
Mrs. R. B. Kelsey, Mrs. J. W. Nichols, Mrs, J. W. Phillips, 
Mrs. S. R. Reading, Mrs. Walter Ruan, Mrs. O. C. Rucker, 
Mrs. Nelson Sale, Mrs. J. Sitwell, Mrs. E. S. Smith, Miss 
Lelia Smith, Mrs. J. F. Spencer, Mrs. E. B. Stone, Mrs. 
F. O. Thomas, Miss Blanche Tolley, Mrs. Dallas Tucker, 
Mrs. Julius Walker and Mrs. C. W. Wharton. 


Old Library 


New Library 
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The first library was a two-room office building on 
North Bridge Street just south of the present library. 
The initial collection of books was donated by members 
and friends of the association. The members took turns 
serving as librarian until 1912 when the library had its 
first paid librarian. The first funds were $1.00 contribu- 
tions made by each charter member and $1.00 subscriptions 
paid by each patron. 

In 1941 the Bedford Library Association turned over 


to the Town of Bedford all its holdings with the under- 
standing that in return the town would establish a free 


public library. The same year the town purchased a lot 
and erected the present library building and in August, 
1942, the library collection was moved into the new 
building. 

The Bedford Public Library is owned and operated 
by the Town of Bedford. However, the citizens of the 
county are extended the same privileges as those of the 
town. The library has a collection of more than ten 
thousand volumes and boasts of the largest circulation of 
any town library in the State of Virginia. 


BEAUTIFUL BEDFORD 


(Bedford Bicentennial Theme Song) 


By WILLOUGHBY READE 


Beautiful Bedford! Dearest of lands, 

Home of our childhood days; 

Two hundred years have crowned thy brow, 
And we bring thee our love and praise. 
Gladly we come, with joyful hearts, 

To bring thee our love and praise, 


Bluest of skies and greenest of fields, 
Streams from the mountains riven, 

And our noble Peaks in the glowing west 
Lifting their heads toward heaven; 

Sentinel Peaks that guard us all, 

Lifting their heads toward heaven, 


Willoughby Reade, who wrote the words and the 
music of this theme song, “Beautiful Bedford,” was born in 
London, England, on July 9, 1865. His family moved to 
Canada in 1874, and soon thereafter they came to the 
United States. 


Retiring at the age of 82, he and his wife, the former 
Nannie Hutter Griffin, came to Bedford to live in her old 
home. For five years he happily continued his interest in 
his church, his friends, his garden, his music, his poetry, 
his painting, and many other hobbies. As his health failed 
he enjoyed resting in his garden in the shadow of the 
Peaks of Otter. He died in June of 1952 and was buried 
in Longwood Cemetery in Bedford, Virginia. 


Compliments of 


LAZENBY & KEY 


BUYERS OF SOUR CREAM 
We Sell Quality Merchandise and General Farm Supplies 


Rt. 3, BEDFORD, VA. “Bunker Hill” Phone 8062 


Compliments of Compliments of 


DAIRY QUEEN Overstreet-Smith Lumber Co. 


Longwood Ext. Bedford, Va. 


Phone 3221 Bedford, Va. 


Western Auto Associate Store Compliments of 


TIRES—BATTERIES—-AUTO PARTS 
& ACCESSORIES 
SURE RAIN IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT 
H. G. MOORMAN BEDFORD, VA. 


MARY LEE BEAUTY SHOP 


BEDFORDA VA: 


Bedford Photo Finishers CARTER’S FOOD MARKET 


PHOTOGRAPHS—PORTRAIT 
COMMERCIAL 


Cameras—Films—Accessories 
BEDFORD, VA. 


20th ANNIVERSARY 


Dial 3771 120 South Bridge St. Bedford, Va. 


Compliments of 


HARRIS ELECTRIC CO. 


For 25 Years a General Electric Dealer in 


RANGES - WASHERS - REFRIGERATORS - WATER HEATERS: and 
all HOME APPLIANCES 


a 


OLD MILLS 


Mrs. RUTH KREBBS 


In the colorful story of Bedford’s Mills of olden days 
one may read many an interesting chapter of our social 
and civic life. The cobwebby rafters in high-peaked roofs, 
and the nostalgic creaking of the great old wheels create 
pictures of the days grandmothers tell of; small boys playing 
around the mill races, shooing the ducks and punching at 
the great bullfrogs; of long lines of dusty wagons loaded 
with sacks of grain, waiting their “turn.” An interesting 
figure always was the bare-foot boy on the family mule 
bringing a small grist of corn and waiting to take home 
the golden meal for tomorrow’s corn pones; dinner then 
was dinner in the middle of the day, 12 M “on the nose” 
or earlier and always there was corn bread to go with 
the snaps cooked in the old iron pot. Inside the dusty 
mill it was cool and dark and interesting to some who 
stood around to catch sight of the wheels, fascinated by 
the cool dark stream of water from the race, running 
off the mill wheel. When there was a moment of leisure 
the miller exchanged neighborhood news with his customers. 
Thus the mills early became leading centers of their 
communities. 


We read that: On December 21, 1792, the General 
Assembly of Virginia passed an act restricting all millers 
in the state to secure permits from the Courts to build 
and operate grist mills. The act read in part as follows: 

“All millers shall well and sufficiently grind the grain 
brought to their mills, and in due turn as the same shall 
be brought and may take for the toll of one-eighth part and 
no more, of all grain, of which the remaining part shall 
be ground into meal, and one-sixteenth part and no more 
of that, the remainder of which shall be ground into 
hominy or malt.” 


On December 2, 1793, an act was passed by the 


Shephard Dale—A very old rock mill at Penicks 
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Assembly exempting millers from service in the Army. 

About 1753, or prior to that year hardy pioneers from 
eastern counties braved the dangers of the wild and the 
Indian savages by coming into Bedford County and forming 
settlements as far as around the base of the Peaks of Otter. 
It was here that bold streams of water abounded sufficient 
to turn the many grist mills needed for the rapidly growing 
settlements. 

There were two kinds of mill stones used: 
buhr stone, made of many pieces and held together with 
an iron band; and the pebble stones from Brush Mountain 
that came in one piece. 

The story of each old mill of our county would tell 
an enchanting story of human interest and heart-throbs. 
However, space does not avail for detailed sketches so we 
briefly recount names and history of some of the many 
mills whose familiar scenes wove themselves into the 
life story of our hardy ancestors as they struggled for 
food and security in a new world. 


the French 


John Anthony, Sr., who lived at Falls Plantation oppo- 
site Richmond, removing thence built a fort on Otter 
River near what is now Evington. 


In Order Book No. 1, Bedford County, 1754-58— 
“Upon the petition of John Anthony, leave is granted him 
to build a water grist mill on Anthony's Mill Creek above 
his plantation, it appearing to the Court that it will not 
affect any other person.” 

The grist mill, with some changes from time to time, 
remained until very recently, and its ruins with the millet’s 
cottage are still to be seen at the plantation “Walnut Hill.” 

Just west of the main Anthony house at Cedar Hill 
are the ruins of another Anthony mill, older than above; 
here farmers waiting their turn often heard the miller 


Joppa Mill 


Valley M il 


Davis Mill 


singing the “Miller’s Song” to the watery splash of the old 
wheel. 


Near New London was located the most western mill 
of the surrounding area. This mill owned by the Thompson 
family had a brewery connected with it from which famous 
trade mark “Old Thompson” originated which is still used 
on fine whiskey. Ic is said that this mill for years ground 
grain brought by ox cart from Tennessee and Kentucky. 


Morgan’s Grist Mill was located on Hunting Creek 
near Stone Mountain, only the site remaining. Thomas 
Morgan had the mill built in the early days of the county. 


This territery was a hunting ground for the Indians. 
The first miller here was sitting one day in the doorway 
enjoying the sunshine. An Indian on the opposite hill 
saw him. The next morning he was found dead in the 
doorway, a hole in his temple, and a flint on the floor by 
the chair. 

On what was known as “Fancy Farms” at the foot of 
the Peaks of Otter one may see the landmark of Kelso 
Mill. This plantation was bought by Andrew Donald in 
1780 from William Griggs. 

In 1812 Major Otey sold Fancy Farms to Paschal 
Buford, then it was sold to Robert Kelso when the name 
changed to Kelso Mills. 


The Trevy Grist Mill just off Route 501 in Big Island 
owned by A. J. and J. B. Trevy. It is the oldest landmark 


Lankford Mill 


Forbes Mill 


in the vicinity being built in the 1860's. The water to 
operate the mill comes from Hunting Creek. 


Colton’s Mill was built in 1909 by W. S. Foster. Here 
the buhrs were bought from Brush Mountain and used for 
the grinding of the corn and rollers used for the wheat. 
Corn meal is still ground at the mill. Water in the race 
comes from North Otter Creek. 


The Curtis Grist Mill was long a prominent center 
for the people of Wheat’s Valley. 

Joppa Mill, a place of great county interest stands on 
Goose Creek, west of Body Camp. 

The original mill is gone with the exception of parts 
of the foundation. When this mill was built French buhrs 
were put in; later the first rollers that were installed in 
Bedford County were installed here. 

The original Davis Mill was located between Road 122 
and the site of the present mill. 

Down through the years many owners have come and 
gone, working with grain and community history through 
the portals of this old mill. The rollers here were the 
first to come to the county from the Salem works. 

Forbes Grist Mill was built about 75 years ago. In 
this mill one will find the original stones and the overshot 
wheel turned by water from Big Otter. 

Partial ruins of Lankford Grist Mill built about the 
beginning of the century marks its site. A road was named 
for this mill also. 


Compliments 


R. P. and J. L. Overstreet 


Distributor 
FIRESTONE & TEXACO 


Products 


Phone: 
Residence 5326 


Office 3651 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


SAVE ON 57,000 ITEMS 


Johnson’s Department Store 
Johnson’s Super Market 
* 


Free Parking for Customers 
While Shopping 


* 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


For Quality Laundry and 


Dry Cleaning Service 


Phone 8261 


New Bedford Laundry and 
Dry Cleaners 


BEARDED OR NOT—TRY A 
LAUNDRY CRISP SHIRT TODAY 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


WILKES GROCERY 


Lewis E. Wilkes 
COMPLETE LINE OF GROCERIES 
MEATS AND FROZEN FOODS 
Phone 8701 
* 

WE DELIVER 


1001 Quarles St. Bedford, Va. 


“Quality You 
| Can Taste” 


“Roanoke’s Most 
Modern Dairy” 


1118 W. Salem Ave. 


COUNTY BICENTENNIAL 


“QUALITY YOU CAN TASTE” 


@ GRADE “A” MILK 

@ GOLDEN GUERNSEY MILK 

@ HOMOGENIZED VITAMIN D MILK 
@ WHIPPING CREAM 

@ GOLDEN FLAKE BUTTERMILK 
@ DARI-RICH CHOCOLATE MILK 
@ COFFEE CREAM 
@ COTTAGE CHEESE 


ROANOKE’S MOST MODERN DAIRY 


Roanoke, Va. 


St 


THE BEDFORD FIREMEN’S BAND 


One of Bedford’s greatest assets is the Bedford Fire- 
men’s Band organized in 1925 upon suggestion of Frank K. 
Saunders. He conceived the idea and the vision to see that, 
with proper training and development, it could be of 
great value to the town. 


Being identified with the Volunteer Fire Company and 
knowing its interests in civic affairs, he chose this organi- 
zation as the medium for promoting his dream. The Fire 
Company rallied to his support at once and in August, 
1925, was organized a band of fifty men—not more than 
half a dozen of whom had received any musical training. 
The purpose of the Band was to do the most for the 
greatest number of people without remuneration for its 
services. The Firemen pledged their support to the limit 
of their ability. Frank K. Saunders was elected President 
and Claude Harrison, Pusiness Manager, and W. H. Burt 
of Roanoke was employed as Director. 


The Band made its debut on Memorial Day, 1926, 
despite the fact that it had no uniforms and no equipment. 
Each member furnished his own instrument. 


It was soon realized if its ambitions were to be accom- 
plished, outside assistance would be necessary, so a de- 
cision was reached to solicit funds with which to purchase 
uniforms, music racks, and other needed equipment. This 
canvass yielded $1,875 in one day, and the Band was 
started on its successful and spectacular career. 


In June, 1928, a Ladies Auxiliary was organized which, 
after a short period of training, became an attractive part 
of the Band. Later, student classes of younger people 
were conducted and absorbed by the senior organization as 
needed to keep up its strength. 


The first uniforms were white duck ensembles. The 
first tailored uniforms were white with blue capes. The 
left side of the cape was thrown back, showing a large 
Old English B of navy blue on the white lining of the 
cape. These uniforms made a beautiful feature in every 
parade and were universally admired. Their first appearance 
was in January, 1930, when the Band, together with the 
local Military Company, served as personal escort to Dr. 
John Garland Pollard upon his inauguration as Governor 
of Virginia, 

(A romantic incident of this trip was the wedding of 
two members of the Band, Mildred Overstreet and Malcolm 
Marsh, the ceremony being performed on the roof garden 
of the John Marshall Hotel in Richmond). 


A typical example of the support given the band 
throughout the years by the citizens of Bedford is shown 
in the fact that fifty-seven automobiles were made available 
for transportation of the Band to Richmond upon. this 
occasion without cost to the organization. 
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Upon the inauguration of Franklin D. Roosevelt as 
President of the United States the Band, accompanied by 
Governor Pollard, led the Virginia Division in the inaugural 
parade. Quoting The Roanoke Times under date of March 
4, 1933: 

The Bedford Firemen’s Band scored a big hit with the vast 
crowds that lined Pennsylvania Avenue today while the Roosevelt 
inaugural procession of 18,000 marching units passed from the 
Capitol to the White House ... . there was only one band 
which had 24 young women reinforcing 46 male musicians and 
which in addition presented a men’s chorus of 40 voices. In the 
miles of marchers there was not a neater, trimmer body than 
the boys and girls from Bedford; none whose uniforms of blue 
and white were more attractive—but the crowds liked most 
the male chorus singing through little white megaphones the 
cheerful refrain, “Happy Days are Here Again” while the Band 
played the air . . . . The crowd cheered enthusiastically and 
occupants of some of the spectator stands joined loudly in the 
singing . . . . The crowd figuratively fell into step with the 
playing, singing, smart-appearing body up from the foothills of 
the Virginia Blue Ridge. 

Captain Frank Saunders, President, was drum major 
and Miss Rosalyn Padgett was majorette. W. H. Burt 


directed the Band and Harry M. Carder directed the chorus. 


In two Labor Day parades in Washington, D. C., the 
Band not only captured all trophies and prizes, but through 
the influence of Hon. Clifton A. Woodrum, Congressman 
from the Sixth District, of which Bedford is a part, was 
invited to play concerts on the Marine Band stand in front 
of the Capitol, an honor up to that time never accorded a 
civilian musical organization. 


Mr. Burt, the veteran director, passed away in 1936 
and Claude Harrison, Jr., a native son and a member of 
the Band, served as director for six months—until a new 
director could be secured. 


In a large wall case in the Bedford County Museum 
are the trophies won by the Band under the directorship 
of Mr. Burt. There are thirteen large silver cups, one of 
ivory and brass, and two drum major batons—one gold 
and the other silver. 

In 1937 the Band, always accompanying the Fire Com- 
pany, enjoyed its most eventful trip, this time to New York, 
where it played a concert in Central Park on Sunday after- 
noon, September 19. Elaborate preparations had been 
made for the trip, and on leaving each member was 
given a card of printed instructions, among which were: 


6. Take accident insurance. 
9. Don’t wear jewelry, 
11. Prepare for cold weather. 


14. Keep personal baggage with you to and from New 


19. Carry a bottle of white shoe polish, 


21. Don't criticize your committee, they have done the 
best they could. 


The Band has played in Roanoke on Thanksgiving Day 
for the VMI-VPI football games; in Lynchburg for a big 
Halloween parade; and in all the cities of the State in which 
the Bedford Volunteer Fire Company has participated. It 
has given sacred concerts on Sunday afternoons throughout 
the county, has led all parades and played for all special 
occasions in the town since it was organized, thus living 


up to its slogan, “The most good for the greatest number 
of people.” 


During the last decade only cash prizes have been 


awarded at the Firemen’s conventions and the Bedford 
Band has won one or more in each contest in which it 
has participated, totaling several thousand dollars. 

At first it was financed by its own efforts with carnivals 
and other forms of entertainment, but since it has proved 
to be of such value to the town—many who have seen 
the Band in parades have said that Bedford could have no 
better Chamber of Commerce—the Council’s appropriation 
to the Fire Company has been made sufficient to include 
the band. 


Bedford Firemen’s Band rates first at home and abroad 
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John Elliott 
First Fire Company, 1893 Charles Harris 
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Bedford Volunteer Fire Company and Band 
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MANUFACTURERS 


ORE 


FINE FLAVORINGS 


RZ Ye We elllve 


"Serving the Money Raising Needs of Organizations Since 1929”’’ 


SOUTH STREET 
AMOCO SERVICE 


ROY E. DEAN 
Corner of South and Washington 


Phone 9052 Bedford, Va. 


GREEN’S DRUG STORE 


Prescriptions 


LONE OAK SERVICE STATION 


Huddleston, Virginia 


ASHWELL MOTOR CO. 


Huddleston, Virginia 
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Compliments of 


Hall’s Dry Cleaners 


Bower Dry Cleaners 


Bedford Dry Cleaners 


McGEHEE FURNITURE 


COMPANY, Inc. 
SHOP 


KROGER 


YOUR FRIENDLY FOOD STORE THAT 


“Lynchburg’s Leading Furniture Store’ 
HELPS YOU *LIVESBEIMER FORSLESS « 


THE HOME OF KROGER-CUT 


920-922 Main St. TENDERAY BEEF 


LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 


-WDBJ is only 30, but... 


ON THE OCCASION OF BEDFORD COUNTY'S 
| 200th BIRTHDAY — 


THE CEDARS MOTEL 


MODERN—QUIET—SCENIC 


We extend particular appre- 
ciation to those 5,553 Bedford 
County families who tune in 
WDBJ each week. 


One Mile East of Bedford 
ROUTE 297 


The Sh 
And we extend our cordial e Short Route to Lynchburg 


invitation to those 1,017 SHADY LAWN—PLAYGROUND 


families who do not, to tune to 


HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 


WwW D B J | Dial 8150 BEDFORD, VA. | 


960 AM + CBS Radio * 94.9 FM 


ee eas = . a4 


The Virginia Manufacturer ee 


: Cres. a 
S pak ataHUas COARD OF SIREE ‘ 
Toe PEEING 
oe ~ acs s : e 
: Ma 
rpero 


W- have specialized in printing, pub- 


lishing, designing and illustrating employee 

SINCE 
publications, house organs and trade journals— 1883 
in addition to general commercial printing and 


engraving. A call or letter will bring you detailed 


information about our COMPLETE SERVICE. 


The Stone Printing and Manufacturing Company 


J. R. Nichols, Jr., Sales Representative Roanoke, Virginia 
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W. H. WALTON 
GROCERIES — HARDWARE — SEEDS 


BUY AT THE 


GAS Esso yi 


SIGN 


KASCO FEEDS — SMITH -DOUGLAS 
and 
V-G FERTILIZERS 


CROSERYSAPPEIANGES 


Huddleston, Va. Phone Stone Mountain 2611 


GLENWOOD 
SERVICE STATION 


Watson’s Snack Bar 


WHEN YOU VISIT WATSON’S 
SNACK BAR, WE WANT YOU 
TO FEEL THAT YOU ARE 
A WELCOME GUEST 
Routes 24 and 43 


On Route 43, South 
Phone Stone Mountain 7011 
Phone 7161 


Huddleston, Virginia 
Bedford, Va. 


G. M. OVERSTREET 


General Contractor 


and Builder 


Bedford, Virginia 


DIAL 4076 


Compliments of 


LUCK’S, INCORPORATED 


Packers of 
BRUGES 
“COUNTRY STYLE” 


BEANS 


Compliments of 


Raflo’s 
Women’s Specialty Shop 


Phone 6441 


Bedford, Virginia 


L. J. WRIGHT 


DEALER IN LUMBER 
BUILDING SUPPLIES 
GROCERIES, HARDWARE 
and 


GASGOsFEEDS 
Dial Stone Mountain 3244 


Moneta, Va. 


WAR MEMORIALS 


“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends.” 
—John 15:13. 
In every major conflict since the birth of America, 
Bedford County has furnished military units or men who 
fought, and died, in the cause of freedom. Elaborate markers 
and memorials have been erected to honor most of these 
men and various engagements in which they fought. 


In the War of the Revolution approximately 400 men 
from the county were in the service of the Continental 
Army. A group of 50-odd volunteers under Capt. Thomas 
Buford fought in the Battle of Point Pleasant (now in 
West Virginia) on October 10, 1774, and the commanding 
officer died from wounds received there. 


On October 10, 1931, the 157th anniversary of the 
battle, the Peaks of Otter Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution in Bedford erected a memorial on 
the east lawn of the Bedford courthouse honoring those 
men. Upon a boulder from the Peaks of Otter was placed 
a bronze tablet suitably inscribed commemorating the battle 
and this was unveiled by descendants of the men who fought 
in the 1774 battle. Landon Bell of Columbus, Ohio, was the 
principal speaker at the dedication. 

For the War of 1812, 500 men from Bedford County 
under the command of Capt. Mark Anthony were called 
into service. No memorial has been erected to honor the 
men in this conflict; the Bedford unit being known as the 
Artillery Company of Bedford. 

Two memorials have been erected in Bedford honoring 
the men who fought in the War Between the States (Civil 
War), the town and county supplying six artillery com- 
panies. 

During this war the estate known as “Piedmont” on the 
Lynchburg-Salem turnpike on the eastern outskirts of Bed- 


Revolutionary Memorial—Courthouse 


ford (then known as Liberty) served as a Confederate 
hospital. 

Those who died in this hospital were buried in a private 
cemetery on the grounds. Later the dusts of these men were 
collected and placed in a concrete vault beneath a marker 
in Longwood Cemetery in Bedford. A simple shaft, in one 
of the most beautiful spots in the cemetery, bears the in- 
scription “Our Confederate Dead 1861-1865.” The speaker 
at the dedication of this shaft in 1875 was John Goode, one 
of Bedford’s most distinguished citizens. 

On June 16, 1909, the Joseph E. Johnston Camp of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans and the William R. Terry 
Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy in 
Bedford dedicated a shaft on the west lawn of the Bedford 
courthouse honoring the men who fought in the War 
Between the States. 

Col. Robert E. Lee, a grandson of the Confederate Gen. 


Confederate Memorial 
Longwood Cemetery 
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Confederate Memorial 
Courthouse 


World Wars I and Il Memorial 
Courthouse 


fate 


Robert E. Lee, was the speaker and Maj. William F. Graves, 
a veteran of that war from Bedford, unveiled the memorial. 

The county furnished no unit for the Spanish-American 
War. However, eight or ten men from the county fought 
in that war with Company E, 2nd Virginia Regiment, from 
Lynchburg. No memorial has been erected for these men. 

According to official draft records, Bedford County 
furnished 796 men in World War I of which 39 were 
killed. No official count is established for the number of 
men in service in World War Il but 135 men from the 
county gave their lives in that engagement. 


2 es 


Standing behind the D-Day Memorial are part of the group 
of the dedication program on Sunday afternoon, June 6. They are, 
left to right, Alexander Reynolds, vice commander of the Parker- 
Hoback Post in Bedford, who accepted the stone; Maj. Donald 
Casapulla of Patterson, N. J., officer im Co. A in 1944 imvasion; 
Capt. E. Ray Nance of Bedford, who assumed command of Co. 
A in invasion; Maj. Gen. Charles H. Gerhardt of Winter Park, 
Fla., principal speaker; Capt. Edward Gearing of Silver Spring, 
Md., and Woodstock, Va., officer in Co. A im 1944 invasion; 
Maj. James D. Sink of Roanoke, who introduced General Ger- 
hardt; Rear Admiral Andre Jubelin, Naval attache of the Embassy 
of France in Washington, D. C., who presented the stone; Francis S. 
Brigham of Roanoke; William Faith, and Charles E. Green, Jr., 
of Bedford, who delivered the address of welcome. 


On May 30, 1949, a memorial to the 174 men killed 
from the county in World War's I and II was dedicated in 
the entrance to the Bedford courthouse. This bronze tablet 
bearing the names of the men was unveiled by Mrs. Ralph 
Boggess and A. G. Cummings, division superintendent of 
schools for Bedford County, was the principal speaker. 

A tablet honoring the 18 men and former students of 
Bedford High School killed in World War II was dedicated 


91 


ye 


World War II Memorial—Bedford High School 


on the high school grounds on May 30, 1948. This memorial 
was unveiled by Miss Mary Daniel Parker of Bedford. Dr. 
J. H. Grey, pastor emeritus of the Bedford Presbyterian 
Church, was the speaker for the occasion. 

The rock used in this memorial has an unusual historic 
significance to the county. About 1820 several youths top- 
pled from the top of Sharp Top Mountain, one of the his- 
toric mountains of the twin Peaks of Otter, an egg-shaped 
rock. 

The stone lay on a spur on the peak until 1852 and 
Paschal Buford attempted to break the rock into smaller 
sections. The stone from the 3,875-foot peak was broken 
into three sections. 

One section was sent to Washington, D. C., to represent 
the State of Virginia in the famed Washington Monument. 
The stone is set in the west wall of the Monument at the 
12th landing on the stairway and bears the inscription: 

“From the summit of Otter 
Virginia's loftiest peak 

To crown the Monument 
To Virginia’s noblest son.” 


A second section of the rock was placed opposite the 


Big Island Marker 


Bedford courthouse and was used as a mounting block for 
hotel guests. This was later moved to the Bedford High 
School grounds and is that rock used as the memorial. 


The third section was taken to the Buford home near 
Montvale where it was used as an out-door washstand, later 
being moved to the Buford family cemetery near Montvale. 


Three communities have dedicated memorials to World 
War I and II veterans, New London, Huddleston and Big 
Island. 

The New London Ruritan Club dedicated June 7, 1949, 
an athletic field at New London Academy honoring the 17 
alumni of New London Academy who were in World Wars 
Tand II. The Rev. A. L. Warner of Lynchburg was the dedi- 
catory speaker and John S. Battle of Charlottesville, later 
governor of Virginia, was present and spoke. 


The Huddleston Parent-Teacher Association sponsored 
a memorial of a marble tablet erected in the Huddleston 
High School auditorium honoring the men from that com- 
munity who served in World War II. Judge A. H. Hopkins 
of Rocky Mount was the speaker and Kenneth E. Crouch 
unveiled the tablet, the service being held May 27, 1945. 


The Big Island Garden Club planted an evergreen 
tree on Route 501 near the Big Island Baptist Church 
in 1946 honoring the men and women from the Big 
Island community who served in World War II. A bronze 
tablet was erected in 1949 and the memorial dedicated 
Sunday, March 5, 1950. The Rev. E. S. Vaughn of Big 
Island was the speaker and Mrs. P. E. Bryant of Big 
Island unveiled the honor stone. 


The greatest military assault in history was made 
June 6, 1944, in the invasion of Normandy, France, by 
Allied Forces in World War II. The leading unit in the 
assault of Omaha Beach was Company A, 116th Infantry 
Regiment, of the 29th Division—Company A being com- 
manded by Capt. Taylor N. Fellers of Goode and com- 
posed of numerous Bedford County men. Captain Fellers 
was killed leading the unit in the main assault and 96 
per cent of the company were casualties. 


On the tenth anniversary of the invasion—June 6, 1954 
—a memorial honoring the 23 men from Bedford County 
who were killed in the invasion and engagements associated 
with it was dedicated on the west lawn of the Bedford 
courthouse. 

The memorial was a project of the Parker-Hoback 
Post of the 29th Division Association in Bedford and 
drew widespread recognition. The stone, upon which was 
placed a tablet honoring the occasion and men, was a gift 
from the Republic of France and was carved from the 
area of Vierville-sur-Mer, France, where the initial assault 
was made. The stone was obtained through the efforts of 
A. Stirn, prefet of Calvados Province in France, and Henri 
Bonnet, ambassador of France to the United States. 


W. W. Berry, Bedford attorney, was master of cere- 
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monies and the stone was unveiled by Mrs. P. A. Fellers 
of Goode, mother of Captain Taylor N. Fellers. Maj. Gen. 
Charles H. Gerhardt of Winter Park, Fla., commanding 
general of the 29th Division in the invasion, was the 
speaker. 

Unofficial tabulations show that Bedford County furn- 
ished at least 172 men in the Korean War, of whom seven 
were killed, 21 wounded and two were prisoners of war. 
No memorial has been erected to honor these men. 


KENNETH E. CROUCH 


Compliments of 


RAMSEY ELECTRIC CO. 


202 W. Bridge St. 
BEDFORD, VA. 


“Warm Home Makes Happy Home” 


Phelps Coal and Wood Co. 


603 Plunkett Street 


Phone 8055 Bedford, Va. 


| W. E. JOHNSON 


GENERAL INSURANCE 
Telephone 8988 
Office: Masonic Bldg. 


BEDFORD, VA. 


STATE FARM MUTUAL 
INSURANCE CO. 


AUTO — FIRE — LIFE 


UP TO 25 PER CENT SAVINGS 


FRANK P. PERROW, Representative 


Office 8194 PHONE Residence 8174 


Bedford, Virginia 


Compliments of Compliments of 


Bank of Big Island, Inc. E. STUART CAMDEN 
BIG ISLAND, VA. General Insurance Agency 


BIG ISLAND, VA. 
* 


2% Paid on Savings Deposits 


* FIRE—CASUALTY—POLIO—LIFE—Etc. 


Courteous, Prompt, Dependable 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. Service Assured 


Compliments of 


CLOVER CREAMERY 


MANUFACTURERS OF CLOVER BRAND ICE CREAM 
AND DAIRY PRODUCTS | 


* 
GOLDEN GUERNSEY BUYERS OF WHOLE MILK 
HOMOGEN!ZED FOR MANUFACTURING 
| and PURPOSES and SOUR CREAM 
GRADE A MILK FOR BUTTER MAKING 


Bedford’s Best Cream Market Since 1922 


H. F. TURNER, Manager 


BEDFORD STATION Phone 8211 
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RECREATION INT BEDEORD COUNTS 


By SHERRILL COLEMAN 


Two hundred years ago the recreational needs and 
activities of the people of Bedford County were quite 
different from those of today. Lack of speedy transporta- 
tion and communication made the sports and recreation 
programs of modern times impossible in 1754. Also, there 
was very little time for leisure, as our early settlers were 
confronted with making a livelihood in a frontier area. 

However, we should not get the idea that our fore- 
fathers were not aware that man needs some diversion from 
his every day routine in order to make life more enjoyable. 
In meeting the problems of existence on the outer fringe 
of civilization our pioneer Bedford countians had social 
events that met a practical need as well as furnishing fun 
and fellowship. “House raisings,’ husking bees, berry-pick- 
ings, quilting parties, etc., gave the people a chance to get 
together and help one another and at the same time meet 
the social needs of that generation. 

The forerunners of our present day hunters and _fisher- 
men found plenty of game and fish in the forests and 
streams of Bedford County. Deer and bear and wild turkey 


Golfing—Bedford Country Club 


Bedford High School 


were the favorite targets of the hunter while the Izaak 
Waltons of that day could easily catch rainbow and brook 
trout in beautiful mountain streams. 


Across the span of two hundred years we find that the 
people of Bedford County have ever recognized the im- 
portance of sports and recreation as witnessed by the prog- 
ress that we have made in those fields. Today every high 
school in our county has a physical education program as a 
part of its curriculum. In addition all of our high schools 
field baseball and basketball teams, with Bedford High 
School having football and track teams as well. In recent 
years, Boonsboro High has been a power in basketball 
winning several district J championships and taking part 
in the state Group III tournaments. Montvale, another 
school in district J, has been the baseball champ of the 
county and district for the past three seasons. Bedford High 
School’s Otters have also run up outstanding records in 
football and track in Group II sports circles. The Otters 
have won four successive Southside Regional football 
championships and seven consecutive district 4 track 
championships. 

Since the summer of 1945, the Town of Bedford has 
operated a recreation program designed to furnish recrea- 
tional activities for groups of different ages in the town 
and the area surrounding it. Leagues embracing many age 
levels give the youth and adults an opportunity to participate 
in baseball, basketball, softball, and football. A community 
playground was purchased last year and it is the hope of 
many people that this is the beginning of a system of parks 
for the Town of Bedford. 


In addition to the school and town programs, there are 
many other facilities and programs that give the citizens of 
Bedford County an ample variety of recreational activities. 
Bedford County Park has visitors from many states and is 
noted for its fine lake and picnic grounds. Two excellent 
golf courses at the Boonsboro and Bedford County Clubs 

(Continued on Page 98) 


Bedford County Lake 


-_ 


HAVE YOU ENOUGH 


sibdelestss 


Life - Fire - Automobile - Casualty E 7 
Crop - Hail - Live Stock - Inland Moving REAL ESTATE 


SCOTT AND BOND, Inc. 


116 EAST MAIN ST. 


HOW MUCH? 


This is the Question that Won’t Wait. You 
are the one to answer. Why not talk it over 
with us. See if your needs have increased. 


RESIDENTIAL 


REAL ESTATE AND INSURANCE AGENTS 
BEDFORD, VA. 


B. D. MURRAY, President S. S. HYLTON, Vice President 
G. W. BOND, Secretary & Treasurer LOUISE HICKS, Asst. Sec. & Treas. 


JOHN B. OLIVER FRANK P. PERROW 
G. L. SYNAN W. H. WALTON 


. Bedfo d 

MV nrenns 
( FEDERAL SAVINGS 
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


tloseeeMaAIN ST., BEDFORD, VA. 


OBFEICERS 


Dine Co LORS 
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FISHERS 
SERVICE STATION 


_ HUGH ZIMMERMAN, Prop. DIAL 9035 
HOT DOGS—HAMBURGERS 
Sandwiches of all Kinds 
GAS and OIL 


A.B.C. License No. 6200 


Bedford, Virginia 


Lynchburg’s Largest and Most 


Popular Furniture Store 


SCHEWEL 
FURNITURE COMPANY 


INCORPORATED 
1025-1027-1029-1031 Main Street 


LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 


Your Home Should Come First 


96 


PEAKS MOTORS, Inc. 


SALES — SERVICE 


DeSOTO—PLYMOUTH 


GMC TRUCKS 


Washington St. Bedford, Va. 


*Actual Dynamometer 
Rated Horsepower 


zap, \ 7 


HoOoMELITE 
One Man Chain Saw 


BAKER BROS., Inc. 
1402 Williamson Road, Roanoke, Va. 
SALES—SERVICE 
Farm Machinery—Sprayers—Orchard 
Dairy Equipment—Irrigation 


W. H. Chase Plumbing & Heating 


North Bridge St. 
Bedford, Va. 


SALES & SERVICE Dial 6121 


Compliments of 


Wilkinson Department Store 
BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


Compliments of 


A FRIEND 


A HISTORIC LANDMARK 


Just across the Roanoke (Staunton) River on Route 
122 near Hales Ford is the birthplace in Franklin County 
of the distinguished Negro educator Booker T. Washing- 
ton. The plantation on which he was born as a slave is 
now part of the Booker T. Washington Memorial Founda- 
tion. It consists of a training school for Negroes and a post 
office has been established there, known as Booker Wash- 
ington Birthplace, Virginia. 

July 4, 1953, Route 122 from Big Island in Bedford 
County to Rocky Mount in Franklin County was designated 
as the Booker T. Washington Memorial Highway. The 
Negro educator’s daughter, Mrs. Portia Washington Pitt- 
man of Washington, D. C., cut the ribbon on the outskirts 
of Rocky Mount opening the route. 


st ee 
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rok opps asta 


Restored Cabin Birthplace of Booker T. Washington 
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Murray’s Dress and Gift Shop 


“Wearing Apparel and Gifts 


for the Discriminating” 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


BOWER DRY CLEANERS 


First Dry Cleanérs, Bedford, Va. 
QUALITY DRY CLEANING SERVICE 


Phone 6511 South Street 


BEDFORD, VA. 


Compliments of 


J. J. NEWBERRY CO. 


Compliments 


MAIN STREET ESSO 
STATION 


RUTH C. GRAY 


PERU SSoER VI CEmyOURGGAR 
Vy ey OC SLO er 


Bedford, Virginia 


Congratulations from 


CALDWELL-SITES CO. 


STATIONERS 
OFEIGESOU LEI ELERS 


WHOLESALE PAPER DEALERS 


Roanoke, Virginia 


Recreation In Bedford County 
(Continued from Page 94) 


give members a chance to play the popular sport of golf. 
The fields and streams of Bedford County farms along with 
the George Washington and Thomas Jefferson National 
Forests furnish the hunters and fishermen of this area with 
an Opportunity to enjoy the great outdoor sports of hunting 
and fishing. Also, the nature lover can take advantage of 
the Skyline Drive and the Appalachian Trails that give ac- 
cess to the wonderful scenery of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 


For those interested in the fine arts our Community 
Concert Association has brought many noted artists of the 
music world to Bedford in recent years. A fine Community 
Choir has also been organized to give our people a chance 
to participate in fine music programs that are enjoyed by 
hundreds. Those with an interest in the theater have not 
been neglected as a Little Theater group is once again 
active in Bedford. 


With all of our many and varied programs, Bedford 
County still falls short of having all of the recreation facili- 
ties that are so necessary for the youth and adults of today. 
So, let us hope that our county and its citizens will strive 
to go forward with improvements in this field until we can 
have an athletic and recreation program that is second to 
none. 
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CLYDE W. BAYS 


Complete Line of 
GROCERIES 
HARDWARE 

TEXACO PRODUCTS 
OHIO FEEDS 


* 


Telephone: Stone Mt. 7031 


Route 3 


Bedford, Va. 


COMPLIMENTS 


OF 


AgeksRali IND 


Indian Life in Bedford County 


It is a known fact that long before Bedford County 
was established there were several villages of Indians in 
the area, particularly in the western and southern parts 
of the county. 

The Sioux tribes had summer camps and_ probably 
permanent settlement in Buford’s Gap (now Villamont) 
and the gap through the mountain to what is now Mont- 
vale. An Indian burial mound is visible from U. S. Route 
460 at Montvale, to the south. A highway marker there 
reads “The large knoll three hundred yards to the east is 
an Indian mound. It is supposed to have been built by 
some tribe of the Siouan race which were later driven 
westward.” 

Indian activity in the Montvale area is further recog- 
nized by the erection of another highway marker on U. S, 
Route 460 near Goose Creek east of Montvale. This bears 
the inscription “Near here stood a fort, or blockhouse, 
built for protection against Indian attacks. In this fort 
Mrs. William Ingles took refuge after her escape from 
Captivity among the Indians in the spring of 1756.” 

Near the Peaks of Otter is evidence of a settlement of 
the Cherokee tribe. Geologists working on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway located ruins of an Indian settlement near the 
site of the old Hotel Mons which was demolished to make 
way for the parkway on the Peaks. 

On State Route 43 north of Bedford on Turkey Moun- 
tain near the L. L. Brown home is located the amphitheatre 
rock or bluff which has an interesting legend. This amphi- 
theatre was cut out of the rock supposedly by the Indians 
for a council meeting place. There is a high chief’s seat 
and several smaller seats below for lesser dignitaries. 
Just west of this the Indians are supposed to have held their 
feasts and revels while their chief looked on from his 
seat of honor. Farther on was their camp ground and 
where they grew their herbs and medicines. 

Signs of Indian activity on the southside of the county 
near Chestnut Fork. The Society of Friends (Quakers) 
established the Lower Goose Creek Meeting House in 
1753-54 south of State Route 24 and the white people 


99 


there were forced to leave this meeting place and their 
homes because of Indian raids. On the S. L. Ferrell farm 
have been unearthed numerous Indian flints, arrows, etc., 
which examined by authorities, state they are of the 
Tuscarora tribe, which was active in lower parts of the 
state. KENNETH E. CROUCH 


Bedford County Museum 


The Bedford County Museum, organized in 1933, was 
at first sponsored by the Peaks of Otter Chapter of 
Daughters of the American Revolution and the William R. 
Terry Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy. 
At that time it was housed in a front room of the new 
Courthouse where it at once began to attract many visitors, 
fast becoming a favorite haunt for history lovers of all ages. 


In 1947 the room at the Courthouse became needed 
for other purposes and the museum was moved to the 
basement of the Bedford Library building, where it enjoys 
free use of room, heat, lights and janitor service. At that 
time it became sponsored by D. A. R., U. D. C., Auxiliary 
of the American Legion, and Auxiliary of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, forming the Bedford County Museum 
Committee. The County Board of Supervisors makes an 
annual appropriation to the museum thus making a paid 
curator possible. It is open at stated hours each week 
and there is no admission charge at any time. 

The exhibits at the museum are interesting and varied: 
Articles of war, those showing normal pursuits of people 
in time of peace and telling a vivid story of manners and 
customs of all periods of Bedford history; books, pictures, 
flags, antique guns and many other things, including a 
large showing of Indian relics. During Bicentennial week 
the museum will be open every day and all visitors are 
welcome to come in, rest and visit with their friends. 

One of the goals of the Bicentennial thinking is that 
the County Museum be enlarged and a museum building 
acquired and the museum committee form itself into a 
Bedford County Historical Society. 


SOUTHERN STATES 
WINGFIELD’S MARKET BEDFORD COOPERATIVE 


—Complete Line of— 
MEATS——-GROCERIES—-PRODUCE 
FROZEN FOODS 


WE DELIVER OPEN FORMULA FEEDS 
ve KNOWN ORIGIN SEEDS 
OPEN FORMULA FERTILIZER 
Phone 8383 


Ray Wingfield Custom Feed Grinding and Mixing 


Custom Seed Cleaning 
BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


A FRIEND 
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READY CASH 


QUICKLY 


PANG NN Plt EV 


CONVENIENTLY 


JOHN A. HILLSMAN 
Owner and Manager 


“The Working Man’‘s Friend” 


It’s True 


MONEY ISN’T EVERYTHING 
But 
NOTHING CAN TAKE ITS PLACE 


When Emergencies Arise 


CONFIDENTIAL FINANCE COMPANY 


211 Eighth Street Dial 2-3403 


4 


“Everyday Loans to Everyday People for Everyday Needs’ 


LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 
“\We Lend Hundreds to Thousands” 
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BEDFORD THEATRES, Inc. 


AIR CONDITIONED 
BRIDGE THEATRE 
Movies Under the Stars 

BEDFORD DRIVE-IN 


Get It At Goodwins 


GOODWINS 


Quality Merchandise Rightly Priced 
BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 
Our 50th Year 


GAS, OIL, TIRES, BATTERIES & ACCESSORIES 


AYERS TEXACO SERVICE 


TOM AYERS, Owner 


Longwood Ext. Bedford, Va. 


A. J. Smallwood Clarence Stanley 


Veterans Electric Company 


Radio, TV, Refrigerator & Electric Work 
Route 1, Longwood Ext. — Dial 7441 
BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


BEST WISHES 
for the 
NEXT 200 YEARS 


BEDFORD CAFE 


Earl M. Gray, Owner 
W. MAIN ST., BEDFORD, VA. 


102 


Childress Cash Food Market 


121 N. Bridge St. 
BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


The Best in Groceries, Meats, 
Produce and Sea Food 


Pay Cash and Pay Less 


Compliments of 


THE SAVEALL STORE 


M. G. Bowyer, Owner Phone 8061 


Bedford Lumber Company, Inc. 


DIAL 3281 


Quality Building Materiai 


C. H. Gobble Esso Servicenter 


ESSO & ATLAS PRODUCTS | 


Phone 8176 Clarence H. Gobble, Mar. 


BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


THE JAYCEES 


invite you to 


PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS 
IN THIS PROGRAM 
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BLUE RIDGE STONE CORPORATION 


Principal Office: Boxley Building, Roanoke, Va. 
Plant Office: Blue Ridge, Va. 


SoOcvincmeeccopvamana, Community: Since 19:17 
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GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF HOME DEMONSTRATION 
WORK IN BEDFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA 


Home Demonstration work began in Bedford County in 
1915, the year following the passage of the Smith-Lever Act. 
The first organized work was with girls’ canning clubs, and 
gradually poultry, sewing and garden clubs were added. 
Later the agent worked with two women’s groups in poul- 
try and the first culling demonstration was held at the home 
of Mrs. M. L. Overstreet who was the first chairman of the 
County Advisory Board. Girls’ work increased to 14 clubs 
in 3 years. In 1921 and 1922, a short course was held at 
Montvale for women. Interest in women’s work was in- 
creasing and in 1923 two delegates were sent to the Home- 
maker's Association at Blacksburg. There still were no 
organized women’s clubs but the agent worked with nine 
women’s groups in poultry, bread and sewing. The first 
home demonstration club, “The Busy Workers Club” at 
Forest was organized in 1928 and still functions. The Big 
Island Garden Club was organized by the agent in 1927. 
The first women’s camp was held at Camp Ruthers with 
Campbell County in 1928. This was the period before con- 
solidation of schools, therefore, most 4-H clubs were held 
in one-room schools, however, six 4-H club members won 
trips to Camp Vail. As you see, there was a gradual in- 
crease in interest in home demonstration work during the 
first 15 years of its history in Bedford County. 

In 1930 there were 5 home demonstration clubs and 
two garden clubs mentioned previously. At that time the 
agent gave practically all the demonstrations. The training 
of leaders by the agents and specialists began in 1930, and 
results may be seen of this training in the years following. 
Due to the consolidation of schools there were fewer clubs 
but a greater enrollment. In 1930, the agent worked with 


Community Improvement Contest—1953 
Jeter’s Chapel Community Group 
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19 4-H clubs with an enrollment of 216 girls in clothing 
and 17 boys in poultry. By 1938, the membership of 4-H 
girls was 309 in 15 clubs. At this time a great deal of 
interest began to be shown in community recreation, song 
leadership, folk games, etc. 

About 1940 the adult work began to center around 
Foods, Health and Home Improvement. Mrs. Lela Calfee 
Atkinson, present agent, again entered the work and has 
continued until the present time, 1954. By this time there 
were 11 home demonstration clubs with an enrollment of 
251, and 15 4-H clubs with an enrollment of 238. 

The first District 4-H camps were held at Holiday Lake 
in Appomattox in 1941. Bedford girls attended the senior, 
the junior and conservation camps there; great interest was 
shown in recreation this year. 

In 1944 housing was the new Federation goal for the 
year. Our special goal was: A County Demonstration 
Room, therefore, a storage room in the basement of the 
court house was remodeled with cabinets, a new floor, 
painted and wired for use as a Demonstration Room by the 
Board of Supervisors. Home Demonstration clubs raised 
over $600 to equip the room with tables, dishes, flatware, 
linens, etc., while the 4-H clubs donated a piano. The first 
meeting of any kind to be held in the Demonstration Room 
was the Honor Club. 

The District Federation of Home Demonstration Clubs 
meeting was held in Bedford, May 7, 1947. The County 
Chorus sang at the district meeting and were invited to sing 
at the Institute of Rural Affairs with expenses paid. Mrs. 
Marshall, assistant agent, played for the Institute and was 
accompanist for the chorus she had trained. 


A County Home Demonstration Committee for 4-H 
Club work was organized in 1949 in order to help sponsor 
4-H club work. The home demonstration clubs donated 
from $2 to $5 each to be used as scholarships for 4-H mem- 


4-H Rally, May, 1953 


zt... 


ON 


thing | 


f 4H 
‘al of 
Song 


round 
valfee 
d has 
there 
at of 


Lake 


nor, 


bers to the S. S. Course at V. P. I. and prizes to outstanding 
club members. 

By 1951, there were 21 home demonstration clubs with 
an enrollment of 525. There were 344 girls enrolled in 
674 projects. The Bedford County Fair was revived in 
1951, sponsored by the Junior Chamber of Commetce. 
Club members appeared on many radio programs over 
WBLT, WSLS and WLVA. In 1952 two communities, 
Patmos and Otter entered the Community Improvement 
Contest put on by the Roanoke Chamber of Commerce and 
the Extension Service and sponsored locally by the Bedford 
Chamber of Commerce. This did much to encourage and 
stimulate rural families to work together for the develop- 
ment of communities and bring about farm and home im- 
provements. A county 4-H Rally was held for the first time 
in recent years on May 14 at the County Lake with an at- 
tendance of around 1,000 club members, leaders, visitors 
and agents. In 1952 Mildred Garnett became assistant agent 
and continues to present date. By 1953 there were 23 adult 
groups and 39 4-H clubs with an enrollment of 609 girls. 

The two communities: Otter and Jeter’s Chapel entered 
the Community Improvement Contest with Otter winning 
first prize, a total of $75. Jeter’s Chapel did some excellent 
work, however, although they entered late. They raised 
$489.52 to use in getting a community center and improved 
100% mail boxes, as well as their road, church and cemetery. 
Jeter’s Chapel home demonstration club was organized as a 
result of this organization. Around 3,500 copies of mimeo- 
graphed sheets were distributed in the county on mail box 
improvement, farm entrances, signs and landscaping in 
general, working toward the Bicentennial celebration. 

By 1954 home demonstration club historians had been 


appointed and instructed to get histories up to date by 
1954. Bicentennial year started with 43 4-H clubs and 707 


First year home economics students of Bedford High School com- 
bleting a unit in clothing construction 


girls carrying around 1,300 projects. There were 23 adult 
groups with around 600 women enrolled. On April 30, 
1954, the first Bicentennial celebration was the District IV 
Federation of H. D. Club Meeting held at Bedford High 
School with an attendance of 450 women and visitors. Four- 
H Club members served as pages and ushers. The first 
county 4-H Share-the-Fun contest was held in Bedford, May 
24, 1954, also as a Bicentennial project. 


Future Homemakers of America 


The Future Homemakers of America is a national 
organization which includes pupils who are studying home- 
making in junior and senior high schools of the United 
States. 

The first attempt to bring homemaking clubs together 
into a state organization was made in June, 1942. The 
organization was known as Future Homemakers of Vir- 
ginia. On June 11, 1945, all home economics clubs through- 
out the United States joined together in a national organiza- 
tion known as the “Future Homemakers of America,’ taking 
the name from the Virginia organization of like nature. 
Virginia was the seventh state group to affiliate with the 
national organization. Bedford County has been organized 
in a County Federation of F. H. A. for seven years with 
two hundred members, the following schools having chap- 
ters: Bedford, Big Island, Boonsboro, Montvale, Stewarts- 
ville, New London, Moneta and Huddleston. 

The purpose of the F. H. A. is to promote practical 
training and high democratic ideals for homemaking and 
homemakers throughout our entire country. 


Bedford County F, H. A. Officers are mstalled at Spring Federation 
Meeting 

Janice St. Clair, president, Stewartsville; Shirley White, vice prest- 

dent, New London; Dorothy Reynolds, secretary, Big Island; Bar- 

bara Lueb, treasurer, Montvale; Buelah Jordan, Huddleston; Nancy 

Harris, Moneta; Louise Fitzpatrick, Bedford, Virgimia Rice, 
Boonsboro 


YOUR BEST MARKET FOR QUALITY MILK—CALL OUR FIELDMAN FOR 
YOUR PRODUCTION AND QUALITY PROBLEMS. 


ONE OF THE LARGEST BUYERS OF WHOLE MILK FOR MANUFACTURING 
PURPOSES IN =EISTAREA: 


PHONE BEDFORD-8456 


Darin 


“ICE CREAM. 


DIVISION OF NATIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS CORP. 


GE THESB EST — GEiesSEAr RES 


See Your Sealtest Dealer 
* 


YOUR DISTRIBUTORS IN THiS AREA ARE 


SEA TESTEIVi Eis SEA TESTE GES GREAM 
MAPLE ROCK DIST., Inc. SOUTHERN DAIRIES 
PHONE 73 PHONE 5558 
LEXINGTON, VA. ROANOKE, VA. 
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BEDFORD AND ITS NAMESAKES 


By KENNETH E. CROUCH 


There are 17 places in the United States, two in Canada 
and one in England with the name Bedford; one of these— 
Bedford, Wyoming—being named in honor of Bedford 
County. 

This village of 374 people in the famed Rocky Moun- 
tains on the Idaho-Wyoming border was settled in 1877 by 
a group of cattlemen with the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints (Mormons). 

The part of Salt River Valley now known as Bedford 
was used as a herd ground by the Mormon church group 
and Bishop William Bowker Preston and his son were 
among the first to settle there. 

Bishop Preston was born in either Franklin or Bedford 
County on November 24, 1830, a son of Christopher and 
Martha Mitchell Claytor Preston who were married in Bed- 
ford County on December 20, 1824. 

He was one of the principal founders of Logan, Utah, 
and represented Cache County in the Utah Territorial Legis- 
lature in 1862-1864, 1872, 1876, 1878, 1880 and 1882. 

On April 6, 1884, he was named the fourth presiding 
bishop of the Mormon church, serving in that capacity until 
December, 1907, when he resigned because of ill health. 
He died August 3, 1908. 

When it was decided on a name for the Wyoming 
settlement, he suggested Bedford because of his home in 


Photo courtesy Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 


Bishop William B. Preston (1830-1908) 


Virginia and its close resemblance to his early childhood 
home. 


BEDFORD 

Location Population Founded For Whom Named 

Indiana 12,562 1825 Bedford County, Tennessee 

New York 10,888 1681 Bedford, England 

Michigan 9213, 1837 Man named Bedford 

Ohio O05 1813 Bedford, New York 

Virginia 4,061 1782 John Russell, Duke of Bedford 

Pennsylvania Zaz AS John Russell, Duke of Bedford 

lowa 2,000 1853 Bedford, England or surveyor 

Massachusetts 1,407 1647 Probably Bedford, England 

Kentucky 533 1816 Gunning Bedford, Jr. 

Texas 450 1876 Bedford County, Tennessee 

Wyoming 374 1880 Bedford County, Virginia 
BEDFORD HILLS 

New York 11,000 1680 Probably Bedford, England 
NEW BEDFORD 

Massachusetts 109,189 1652 John Russell, Duke of Bedford 

Pennsylvania 650 1818 Dr. Nathaniel Bedford 

Illinois 200 1834 Ford across the river 

Ohio 125 1825 Bedford County, Pennsylvania 
WEST BEDFORD 

Ohio 40 1817 Bedford County, Pennsylvania 

COUNTIES 

England 307,350 1011 Unknown 

Pennsylvania 40,775 ap Unknown 

Virginia 29,627 1754 John Russell, Duke of Bedford 

Tennessee 23,627 1807 Capt. Thomas Bedford, Jr. 
FOREIGN CITIES 

England 54,400 Unknown Unknown 

Nova Scotia, Canada 2S WATE lgiow John Russell, Duke of Bedford 

Quebec, Canada 2,073 1890 Bedford, England 
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It takes more than mountains and rivers, more than 
scenery and breathtaking landscapes, more than 
stable industry to build a great county. It takes 
people. It takes proud people with an intense 
interest in civic projects, whether it be a 
playground or a dam, a new street light or a 
“Children Playing” sign. It takes people who 
take pride in progress, in education, in sports, in 
business. It takes friendly, courteous people, 
who love their neighbors and their church. It 
takes you, the loyal citizens of Bedford, without whom no 
reservoir could be built, no business born, no 


gains made. It takes you. 
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two proud products 


carrying the banner of Bedford, 
hundreds of Southern markets 


BEDFORD COUNTY BICENTENNIAL 


PACKED BY SAM McDANIEL & SONS, INC. BEDFORD, VIRGINIA 


CONGRATULATIONS 
BEDFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA 


ON ITS 


200th hirthday 


REMEMBER YOUR SHOPPING 
YOU ALWAYS CENTER 


Vy FOR 
SAVE Shoes, Bedding 
AT Piece Goods, Notions 
LEGGEVES 


DEPT. ST Household Items 
= ORE and Clothes 


Leggells Sr ary Better Values FOR THE ENTIRE 


1 FAMILY 
sepr&g> Qn 


WHEN IN 
BEDFORD, VA. 


